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ABSTRACT
The state of Tai Studies: An Overview
| Theraphan Luangthongkum
Thai Studies Institute, Chulalongkorn University

According to the surveys, there are about 7@ Tai ethnic groups;
however, only 9 of them have been studied seriously by Thai
academicians: Tai Yuan, Tai Khuen, Tai Nuea, Tai Lue, Tai Yai, Tai Ahom,
Tai Dam-Tai Khao, Lao and Zhuang due to the policy of the Office of
National Culture Commission. These Tai ethnic groups used to have
states or kingdoms and traditional writing systems of their own.

Most of the research done by local academicians are data-oriented
and descriptive; problem-based types of research are rare.

Those who are interested in doing research on Tai studies can be
divided into four major gruops: 1.) the mainstream (historians,
sociologists, anthropologists, folklorists and language specialists);
2.) archaeologists; 3.) linguists; and 4. ) architects, art and craft
specialists.

The present state of Tali studies may be viewed as an incomplete
and unclear jigsaw. To promote Tai studies, a national programme at a
macro-level should be launched. The programme should comprise the
following components: 1.) Tai Studies intensive course(s) for junior
researchers from any disciplines who are interested in Tai studies;

2.) large-scale interdisciplinary research projects; and 3.) Tai Studies
Forums, the networking of Tal studies academics.

It is very difficult to set piorities for research topics in Tai
studies because by nature Tai studies do not directly contribute to
solving national problems nor of themselves promote national develop-
ment. Tai studies must be viewed as have intrinsic value. Funding
agencies should sponsor any groups of researchers who have sincere
interests, and who are ready to commit themselves to Tai studies.

Since most of the research in Tai studies have been done by
graduate students as their theses and dissertations, the funding
agencies might as well consider this fact and try to help support them.
However, the summaries of their findings should be written as papers
both in Thai and English, about twenty pages, submitted for publication
in a series Collection of Papers on Tai Studies. If the students are
unable to manage by themselves, there can be formal requests from the
funding agencies for advisors' assistance. Tai cultures and languages

are a part of our national inheritance and a key element in our national
pride and individual pleasure.



