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Abstract

The thesis focuses on the social process which transforms a community into touristic
space. Such process involves political practices of the state that combines development policies
with definitions of ethnic identity. Moreover, emphasis would also be on bargaining process of
the people living in that area who also redefine their ethnic identity and involve in different
modes of cultural relations. 1 will utilize two main concepts, namely the politics of representation
and cultural politics in touristic space, and have chosen the community of Phanom in Luang
Prabang as the area under study.

The study finds out that the process which transforms Phanom village into touristic
space involves directly with state policies, international growth of tourism and also Phanom’s
own cultural capital. The outsiders’ perceptions of the place result from the meaning construction
process which makes the images of people, place and culture become interesting and fascinating
turning them into the object for consumption. Such image construction appears through various
kinds of text in the world of information, in the cycle of tourist industry and in the form of
popular culture at the local level. These texts compete with one another trying to project various
images of Phanom, sometimes they support one another or sometimes contradict with one
another. There constructed meanings cannot directly reflect the reality of Phanom . Even the

image producers also lose complete control of their own construction. The touristic space has



become the space of discursive practices involving complicated power politics which establish
certain symbolic orders for Phanom.

By the end of the 1990s, the state had increasing roles in touristic management in
Phanom. They initiated the policy called “Ban vatthanatham” (Cultural Village) in order to
combine touristic policy with ethnic identification and also with basic development programs.
This happened amid the atmosphere of intense competition in the market of hand-woven textiles
and other souvenir goods within the area of Luang Prabang and its vicinity. Such state policy has
set up the conditions for bargaining process in which re-definition and invention of traditions that
express ‘“Lue-ness” can be seen in public space. The intervention of state in managing the
physical space for selling textiles in Phanom according to socialist ideal has resulted in tension
and conflict between members of handicraft center and the villagers who lose interest from the
new style of management. The study depicts struggling strategies of the villagers trying to find
new alternatives in other economic sectors or in new market. Each strategy reflects capital each

has in hand. These strategies of re-locations involve attempts of the villagers to redefine their own

position, their village and also the meaning involved.



