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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “The Contest for the Symbolic Meaning of the Ritual and Belief of
“Pu Yur Ya Yur” in Luang Prabang, the Lao PDR"” is designed : 1) to investigate the history of
the retual and belief in Pu Yur Ya Yur in Luang Prabang, including regarding as importance,
distinguishing from other spirits and the spirits system in Luang Prabang; 2) to investigate the
changing processes of functions as ritual and belief in Pu Yur Ya Yur; 3) to investigate the
processes of confronting, regaining and representation to ceremony and belief for the informants.
Besides, it is aimed to investigate what kinds of characteristics they have and what made those
processes in the context of developing modemity. The methods used in this study are that of
Qualitative Research in the field : interview, participant observation and document research.

The results indicated that the ritual and the belief in Pu Yur Ya Yur are related to
ancestral spirit and guardian god in the local community of Luang Prabang. The meaning of the
ritual and their belief has regained since the past until now and will do all the time. It leads
several kinds of expelling or excluding of its ritual and belief from the society. On the other
hand, the ceremony is replaced as the individual belief in the modemn society instead of the
guardian god that reflected the community. When the Lao PDR. has changed her government and

opened the country for promoting the tourism, the meaning of Pu Yur Ya Yur has tumed into the
national symbol and the symbol of Luang Prabang city to encourage Lao culture for the tourism.
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Regaining the meaning of the ritual and the belief in Pu Yur Ya Yur has resulted in new
relationship between the people in both harmony and contradiction. Each group of people

represents different ways of meaning because of their different foundations and context in using

the ritual and belief.



