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Abstract

The study is aimed at an understanding and explanation of the Thaization process
experienced by the Karens in the village of Ban Phae. The main research questions are 1. What
does Thainess mean and under what social. economic. political, cultural conditions the Karens
undergo the Thaization process? 2. What are internal factors that induce the Karens to join the
process of Thaization and how they affect the Thainess of the Karens and their identity? 3. What
1s the definition of the “New Thai"” or how the Karens define Thainess? Are the Karens able to
establish their own space within the Thai society? Do they choose to be Thai and maintain their
own ethnic identity under different condition?

Historical approach is used in the study and presented in the form of analytical
description.

The findings of the study show that in the period when the village was first established to
the pre-1957 years the Karen community here retained its ethnic identity although much contact
was made with the state and adjacent communities of other ethnic groups. The nature of contacts
was various: administrative, productive activities and cultural exchanges among different groups
in the society. It was during the thirty years of 1957-1987 that brought great changes to the
village due to state interventions. Productive activities and culture were changed and that
compelied the Karens to



adapt themselves in order to cope with the changing situation. The Process of Thaization is one
of choices that villagers can make in self-adaptation to cope with various problems. The third
period in the community history is between 1988-2000. This period finds rapid changes in all
fields of life and the process of Thaization that villagers choose to undergo is diverse in forms
and complexity. While the Karens are adapting themselves to be Thai, they still keep their ethnic
identity in different condition depending on circumstances of each group of Karens. The self-
adaptation is the process that each group is carving its own social space within the village as well

as within the Thai society.



