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Abstract 
 

From June 29 to July 2, 2005, the Mekong Sub-region Social Research Center 
(MSSRC), at the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani University, with the part 
of the Thailand Research Fund support, hosted the International Conference 
“Transborder Issues in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region”, at the Nevada Grand Hotel, 
Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand.  
 

The Conference had five overarching goals: 
- To facilitate the exchange of knowledge on, and experiences in, transborder issues 

in the GMS, among academics and various other governmental and non-
governmental actors.  

- To review existing knowledge on transborder issues in the GMS, encourage peer 
reviews/ feed back on research currently being undertaken, and identify 
knowledge gaps/ areas of concern for further research. 

- To employ a comparative, multidisciplinary perspective to evaluate lessons learnt 
(positive and negative) that could both inform policy and encourage strategic 
planning in all institutions and organizations concerned. 

- To build and strengthen partnerships, and encourage collaborative research among 
higher education institutions and other institutions and organizations working on 
transborder issues in the Mekong region.  

- To explore the different roles academic institutions can play in fostering new ways 
of understanding processes of change, including innovative ways of doing 
research across boundaries, particularly at the grass roots level. 

 
The conference was attended by 349 academics and other civil society representatives, 
government officials, donor agencies and intergovernmental agencies from the 
Mekong region and beyond.  
 Key issues raisings are unequal distribution of costs and benefits, failure of 
existing governance frameworks, GMS: a construct and development agenda framed 
as “inevitable”, and voicing alternative visions: opportunities for academics and civil 
society. 
 The research and studies about Mekong region must be considered under the 
integrated disciplinary at local, regional and global level. The development in the 
region has to listen to the opinions from people, government, academics, and civil 
society and there should some agreements among the countries in the region. 
  


