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Title  Marginal People and State Power Watch: A Case of Akha Community in Thailand

Author Kanokrat Yossakrai

Abstract

Akha, the ethnic group, have been affected by Thai government policies such as
drug war and environmental policies. The state has labeled the highlander which
involved the akha ethic group to relate with drug and deforest. Akha is the marginal
people who are constructed to be danger to Thai society. Therefore the state was
legitimized to determine the laws to inhibit the highlanders to be Thai. The akha in my
field site, Pakasukjai village, is limited by the state controlling both the land for
agriculture and the area for working in non-agriculture. However the state has taken
advantage form the akha like internal colonization with the buffer practice from
communist party in the past and with the economic practice in the present. The
economic practice is to sell the akha culture to the tourists. In addition this practice is
conducted by the structural nostalgia concept. Paradoxically the state ignores the akha
right to be Thai citizens.

Besides the problem from the state, Pakasukjai villagers watch the capitalists
who what their land property. Therefore the villagers have to use the compromise tactic
with the state such as to return some parts of their land to cultivate forests and to do
agriculture like the state policy. To do so, they need the state to protect their land from
the capitalists. Moreover the villagers study the communication tactic with the state
officers for the goal to gain the civil rights. In addition the villagers do the “social
poetics” from the Thai Puyaiban to be their own. Their tactic is to collect their power to
be unity.

Even though the akha community tries to play with their convention for the
community power, they can not protest the state power. Therefore the others in this
society ought to intend the marginal problems with secular theodicy theory. It explain
about nothing complete in this world from the past to the present. Because of the
corruption of state mechanism, it's not fair to expect the akha to be completeness.

Field site: Pakasukjai village, Tambon Masalongnok, Amper Maephalaung, Chiangrai

province.
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Theories: Theory of Practice (Pierre Bourdieu), Social Poetics, Secular Theodicy,

Structural Nostalgia (Michael Herzfeld)

Main Words: marginal people, state power watch, akha community, state and akha

community, Akha in Thailand.





