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Abstract

Recently, domestic cattles production of Thailand can not afford gradually
increasing demands. This demand-supply gap motivates both legal and illegal cattles
imports from its neighbouring countries. Thailand-Myanmar border, with long territory of
2,400 kilometres, becomes one of important area of cattles’ influx to Thai market.

The study focuses on cattle’s trade network, crossing in between 5 districts of Tak
Province and Kayin State, Union of Myanmar, The article investigates highly complicated
and dynamic social relations, in different social contexts, of various-ethnic merchants. The
transnational trade routes connect distant divisions and states of Myanmar and other South
Asian countries together. The transaction also occurs in the battlefields of Myanmar military
government and various ethnic-minority groups. The transborder merchants have applied
wisely different skills and strategies, as social agents, for accomplishing their tasks in such

difficult and risk terrain.
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