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ABSTRACT

-

This is the first quarterly report of the Thailand Trend Monitoring Project (TTMP);

implemented according to the TRF's contract No. RDG 01/0006/2542. The report consists of 2 parts
: Part one is an analysis of the Thai economic crisis; while part two contains the integration of
information gathered from various media inciuding newspapers, magazines, books, and electronic
media, such as hypertexts from the Internet and news report from TV programs.

10.

11.

12.

The results of the study thus far can be summarized as follows:

The Thai economic crisis, which has spread to other emerging markets and is developing into a
crisis of the capitalistic world, appears difficult to resolve and will require quite some time to
recover from. The current Thai economic crisis is particularly severe, damaging, and drawn out.
in addition, the economy is in fragile condition.

Reasons for the economic crisis can be found at various levels: at the structural level, the
traditional business practice level, the level of events in the build-up to the crisis, and the levei
of events which triggered the crisis.

Efforts by the Thai authorities to resolve the crisis have met with limited success in certain
areas, such as building foreign investor confidence and creating stability in the monetary
system. However, substantial problems still exist in other areas, such as increasing NPLs and
falling production due to a lack of purchasing power. The limited results can be attributed to
mistakes in policy decisions, a reductionist approach towards problem solving, and the lack of a
strong and effective organization to carry out.

Measures implemented on the 30" of March by the government in a bid to stimulate the
economy have received positive feedback from ail sectors. But these measures may not
accomplish much when compared to the government ‘s expectations. It can however be said
that the above measures will help prevent further recession for the period when they are in
place.

The severity and protractedness of the economic crisis, together with certain other acts, have
undermined the government's legitimacy and popularity. The government is facing many
challenges and is finding it increasingly difficult to work because of increasing scrutiny from
society and the media. A more colorful and fluid political situation is wiThe Nationessed.

The crisis has also had an effect on the growth of introspection, which may vary between
individuals but ultimately arouses feelings of self-dependency and nationalism, and prompts the
search for alternative solutions to the crisis.

The severity and protractedness of the crisis has caused many to be affected for long periods,
resulting in stress and dissatisfaction with society. Should measures by the government fail to
stimulate the economy as anticipated, the situation could unwittingly erupt.

Events are generally motivated by seif-preservation, such as the use of sacred items or the
attempts to escape from one’s problems, which in tum demonstrate the lack of a strong and
widely accepted leadership.

Recent movements in international politics have not contributed anything positive towards
solving the crisis. Relationships between Asean countries are in a stabilizing mode. The
antagonism between China and the US, should it intensify in the future, could have an impact
on resolving the region’s crisis, and on the stability of the region. The war in Kosovo, in which
the US and NATO have carried out aerial attacks against Yugoslavia, has spilled over,
producing a refugee problem and causing the relationship between Russia and the US-NATO to
deteriorate to a point never before seen since the end of the cold war.

The economic crisis has slowed the trend towards globalization, which may need some
changes to reflect greater emphasis on responsibilities or the more "human” aspects.
Furthermore, there is evidence that capitalism may be headed towards regionalization, or target
zones.

The crisis demonstrates that our policy of striving for economic parity with industrialized
countries does not work. Pursuit of globalization without sufficient readiness may be disastrous.
A wholistic approach is needed towards problem solving; perceiving the problem incorrectly can
lead to further difficulty in solving the problem.

Itis suggestlble that organizations at all levels should create their future strategies by using
scenario techniques, so that the country's progress is appropriate as well as adaptive towards
rapidly changing situations.



