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ABSTRACT

This is the forth-quarterly report of the Thailand Trend Monitoring Project (TTMP), implemented by
contract of the TRF. The report consists of two sections. Section one is an annual report on events and trends
in Thailand entitled:"Thailand: Running in place in a precarious world" while section two contains the
integration of information gathered from various media including newspapers, magazines, books and
electronics media, such as hypertexts from internet web sites and news reports from radio and TV programs.
The results of the study can be summarized as follows:

I. Forward movements in 1999 can be compared to "running in place." This is due to the many inherited
policies, cultural practices, and social environments that will need time to change in order for Thai society to
be able to truly move forward.

2. The shift from a single center of power, namely the United States, to the existence of multi-core centers of
power has created signs of global precariousness.

3. As aresult of the Asian economic crisis and other problems, there is mounting pressure from many sides to
adopt a "globalization with a human face," with consideration for socio-political stability and generosity.

4. Current of mergers and acquisitions continues to be strong in business world especially in the U.S,,
particularly those of hostile nature. This demonstrates the acceleration of fierce competition in global
manufacturing and trade.

5. There is a buildup of hope, originating in the U.S. and spreading worldwide, that high level technology will
stimuiate economic recovery and create a global New Economy that has sustainable growth and low inflation
or unemployment.

6. In 1999, Japan has shown that it is a clearly accepted leader in the economics of the region. Japan's
influence over the region also exists in a cultural aspect.

7. The sign of economic recovery in Thailand contains positive and negative side. It exhibits a kind of
cyclical recovery, which is fragile and not lasting, and could worsen again due to internal weaknesses and
external impacts, The trend in the year 2000 will depend upon export factor, which must encounter many
problems and obstacles.

8. Politics is faced with a dead-end, making the hope of a political reform with quick visible results dim.
Nevertheless, the greater variety of arenas in Thai political circles includes 5 notable arenas, which have
opened the way for reform.

9. Politics in Asia is becoming a cauldron of dispute, which may erupt into violence and destroy peace within
the region.

10. In population and environment, an aging phenomenon is found due to an increase in the portion of the
elderly in the overall population. The steady increase in world population has put significant pressures on
natural environment, and creates such acute problems as the climate change; risks from chemical substances;
disasters; fresh water scarcity; soil erosion; forest, watershed, ocean and coastline degradation; including air
pollution and toxic waste in urban areas.

11. Such Problems as forest encroachments, disputes over ocean and coastline zoning, impacts from
development's deficiencies, and graft and corruption over megaprojects like toxic waste disposal projects
worth massive sums of money are still found to be environmental issues in Thailand.

12, In education and healthcare, there is a widening gap in access to services as well as in income. Fierce
competition for access to services is very high. More effort is made to be attentive to users of the services,
namely students and patients.

13. In food and energy, worries about toxic food such as dioxin contaminated, and GMO, as well as the
accelerating of fuel price have been aggregated; apart from much concerns for sufficiency of a long-term food
and energy supplies while the world population and consumption increase.

14. In science and technology: hazardous effects of development have got more and more attention, due to
serious problems such as Y2K and the "Frankenstein food”. The inclination of resorting to Social Sciences
rather than Science & Technology as an alternative approach for solving contemporary problems is now in
focus.

15. Many people are found to be carrying on a lifestyle of struggling due either to absolute poverty or to
relative poverty created by a culture that is commercialized and monopolized by the U.S..

16. Corruption in the workplace, more cautious spending, and a greater awareness of merit afid miracles are
trends in Thai lifestyle. Individualism has gained influence, and more attention is paid to health and clothing.

17. A reformation is needed for the nation to survive in a precarious world.



