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ABSTRACT

This is the second quarterly report of Thailand Trend Monitoring Project (TTMP);
implemented according to the TRF's contract No. RDG 01/0006/2542. The report consists of 2
parts. Part one is an analysis of Thai politics under the topic of “Thar Politics Under the New
Constitution : Time for a Breakthrough in the Political Standstill ”, while part two contains the
integration of information gathered from various media including newspapers, magazines,
books and electronic media, such as hypertexts from internet websites and news report from
radio and TV programs

The results of the study thus far can be summarized as follows:

1. There have been 3 recent events which have had a direct impact on the
development of Thai politics. These events are the fall of socialism, the meltdown of Asian
economics, and the implementation of the new constitution. The latter event has enacted a
platform for the development of Thai politics towards a participatory democracy.

2. Political movements include those which support the above developments, such as
the increased activities by Non-Governmental Organizations - NGOs, those which ars
obstructive towards the above developments, such as the continuance of cold potitical
practices by politicians and civil servants, and those which are yet unclear, specifically the
actions of regulating and examining agencies set up under the new constitution

3. Indications are of an increased role in pofitics for businesses. lllegal business
activities, amounting to enormous sums annually, have helped influential groups gain political
prominence at national levels. However, indications are that such influence will decrease as
global funds and multinational corporations play a greater role in Thai politics. In addition,
promotion of Small and Medium size Enterprises - SMEs - will create more uniformity amongst
these businesses and lead to greater bargaining power for them.

4. The military, which for the past 80 years has been involved in Thai politics, is maving
towards greater professionatism for the new millenium. Nevertheless, the military and the civil
system will continue to play a significant role in Thai politics.

5. Changes are being made within political parties at some level, such as the

increased emphasis on a new generation of politicians. Nonetheless, it would appear that



cniy 5 parties wiil have significant roles in Thai politics. These parties are the Democrat Party,
the New Aspiration Party, the Chat Pattana Pary, the Chat Thai Party, and the Thai Rak Thai
Party. The greatest impact on Thai politics, however, may come from the party-list election
system and the roie of the newly elected Senators, who are the core of the new regulating and
inspecting mechanism of the new constitution.

€. Indications are that NGOs will play a greater role in Thai politics, and that NGOs are
headed for acceptance as one of the 3 main organizations of society, namely, state, private
enterprises, and NGOs,

7. The post-cold war era has seen a disordered world as opposed to the creation of a
new world order. Struggles for dominance within the existing world order persist, and create a
multi-poiar world instead. In addition, nationalism as well as racism towards ethnic minorities
have led to widespread small-scale confticts. The Asian economic crisis, panic amongst
Asean cecuntries, environmental degradation, culture clashes, the emergence and expansion
of civil-society movement have pressured ralions into making changes for their own survival.

8. An important lesson appears to be that lasting political change relies on cooperation
from all areas of society to create solidarity and harmony within society. The most immediate
requirements are the organizing of a transparent general election and the advocation of a
strong political regulatery body. NGOs should focus their activities on steering the country
towards a participatory democracy. The concerned organizations should include constitution,
participatory democracy, civil society groups and !océl government and so on in the
academic curriculum.

9. The shape of the economy remains the same, though there are some suggestion
that the economic decline has reached its lowest point. Nevertheless, there have been no
clear signals of a recovery. Overall, the economy remains fragile and exposed to many risks,
inctuding two recent threats to economic recovery. The first is a complacency that the
economy has recovered, and the second is a potential credibility crisis due to the differences

and illogic of official data and statistics publicized by different governmental crganizations.





