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ABSTRACT

Abdication of King Prajadhipok, Rama V!, on March 2nd 1934 (old calendar of
Siam) has been remembered as one of the most importantly and historically event
because it has been entirely never happened. That incident was coinciding with the
beginning of Thai constitutional regime, which founders conceded to the parliamentary
and democratic form as the optimal and evolutionary choice of this country. In this
circumstance, the continuing and adjusting role of the Monarchy as the head of state
therefore was indispensable for reconcilement of all old and new political forces.
Establishment of new political regime, comprising of parliament and executive, needed

moral and political support from the Monarchy more or less.

This study has no aims to emphasize causes, consequences, and impacts of
Rama VIl abdication upon Thai politics per se, but it intended to grasp the management
of “truth” regarding the notion of “democratic king” as the mainstream of idea targeting

to be presented and institutionalized.

Certainly, there is also different, contrasting, and competing explanation upon
the King's abdication but such explanation does not get an institutional approval by Thai

state as well as not being a part of Thai official discourse in any extent.

This study analyzes the management of “truth” regarding King's abdication, and
the notion of Thai democratic King into two pattens. There are the politically engaging
between the old type, i.e. making oral stories, writing books, and publishing document,
and the new type, establishing specific knowledge and explanation well co-existing with

parliamentary, university, state ceremony and activities upon Thai official holiday.



