Abstract

This country study is an area handbook which describes and analyzes its political, economic, social and
environmental information since the pre-colonial rule up to the present. The author seeks to provide a basic
understanding of the Philippine Society, striving for a dynamic rather than a static portrayal.

This volume is composed of an introduction and 8 chapters as following :

Introduction presents the profile of the country.

Chapter 1, presents an overview of the general environment, social, cultural, political and economic
background of the country which lead to the full coverage in the next chapters;

Chapter 2, introduces the Philippine society and environment which describes the physical setting,
climate, population, ethnicity, regionalism and language, social values, rural and urban patterns, role of Filipina,
religious life, education and health, and living standards;

Chapter 3, presents and analyses politics and government after independence up to the present which
gives readers more understanding about the Filipino politics. Moreover national security and international relations
since the independence are also explained;

Chapter 4, consists of economic background, economic planning and policy, trade and investment, and
economic development after the colonial period up to the present in order to give a picture of the Philippine
economy;

Chapter 5, concentrates on the role of various interest groups which play the important role in decision
making of the government;

Chapter 6, deals with information on science and technology of the country;

Names and terminology use Filipino accented vowels. Sources of information include scholarly books,
official reports from government, foreign and domestic newspapers and periodicals. References for further readings
are listed in each chapter. Index are provided for those who wish to search for more detail from keywords. Readers
are also referred to the Glossary in Appendix. Additional Information related to some topics are also provided in
Appendix.

Finally, this comprehensive area handbook will give information needed on the Philippine society from the

beginning up to the present which enable readers to understand and see the whole picture of this country.
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