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Abstract

This thesis presents an outcome of a study on a way of life of a group of people who
live without accommodation in Bangkok. In this thesis they are called "homeless” rather than
“tramp” as they are usually refered. The study concentrates in a sample popuiation who,
firstly, live their lives in public space for more than three months. Next, they have no

problem concerning mental illness and lastly are not recent arrivals from the countryside.

Prior to the thesis, there seems not to exist any study that seeks to understand
homeless lives, and that results in a negative social image of homeless people. They are
often seen as unknowns to the city: “dangerous, dirty and deserve elimination”. The thesis,
by employing participatory observation approach, attempts to understand their way of lives

so as to overcome the public attitude and to set a more positive understanding of them.

The study shows that there are many reasons that force people to become
homeless i.e. fragility of family, lack of support from family when they face life crises such as
long term unemployment, former prisoners. Finally they become homeless, nevertheless,

they have to struggle to accept and adjust their consciousness as “homeiess” long before

then.

Furthermore, for their survival, the thesis attempls to answer that if the homeless are
not criminal, then how can they survive in a condition that they have quite a narrow chance
to access resources and facilities in the city. it is revealed that most of homeless survive by
what is called in the thesis as “outside-state social welfare”, for instance, Buddhist temples,
charity centres, free meals, temporary jobs and pursue leisure by wandering along festivals
usually arranged in Buddhist temples. They also survive by ways of peddling in the festivals,

collecting garbage and sel! them. However, there is a small group of homeless working in
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unlawful jobs. Each way of survival, however, is significant to rebuild self and value others
among different ways of homeless life. So it seems that the most important concept to

understand homeless is to classify rather than stereotype.

The social and economic limitations are explored espécialty a loss of social capital
that plunge homeless into a slim chance to regain a normal life once again. Finally, the |
thesis suggests that itis important for the society to reconsider and renew understanding on
r;omeless issue. Since ignoring their existance and refusal to understand their lives is not
very useful to either enhance their quality of life or an appropriate way to live together in the

city.



