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Abstract

Thesis title: Managing the probles caused by iliness among the rural poor pecple living
with HIV/AIDS : A study of The Yellow Rose Group, Mae kha Tumbol, Muang District,

Payao Province.

Objevtive: To investigate the ways of life of people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWH) and

vy with poverty and 1o study the ways these people managed the illness related problems.

Study setting: The Yellow Rose Group, a self-help group of PLWH in Mae kha, Maung

rsmict, Payao province, Thailand.

Methods: A qualitative study employing in-depth interviews, participant cbservation at

e :ndividual patient's home and at the Yellow Rose Group during for 7 months.

Result: Major problems encountered by the poort PLWH included; inability and
aefordability to access o health care service; social discrimination among cormmunity
xcple; physical sufferring from the illness and psychological distress. Not only inability to
atrd for the care service but the iliness also worsen the way of living in various ways. The
rost worrisome was the concem with the family’s future. In response to this life crisis, PLWH
omed a self-help group, entitled *The Yellow Rose Group®. The purpose of the group is to
sport PLWH through the three major activities including 1) self-help care by training and
yaing experiences among the members; 2) economic support by securing job for the
nembers, financing investment for small business, providing welfare to the members;
¥ 2uilding relationship with the community by the participation of the members in community's

wtvities in special occasions.

Conclusion: The self-help group "The Yellow Rose Group® has acheived several targets.

wever, several challenges remain and need further efford of the group members.
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