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ABTRACT

This research on lives of disable in the city: people with sight disabilities in Bangkok is
aimed study their ways their way of living, occupation, life obstacles and expectations for analyzing
their poor and suggesting guidelines on provision of then welfare. This research is qualitative and
data were collected by in-depth interviews with 8 people with sight disabilities in a community and
with some communal people for more clearness data.

The research shows that 3 of them are men and 5 of them are women, being 49-52 year
old. All of them have their domiciles in other provinces, most of which are in the' north-eastern part.
They come from big and poor families working as agriculturists and general employees. Most of
them are uneducated because there is no blind school and general schools do not allow children
with sight disabilities to study with those having normal sight.

Most of them are married and only one of them is single all of them have to be responsible
for their families, daily expenses, house rent and expenses for their studying children, most of
whom live with their grandparent in their domiciles. They also prefer expensive and useless goods
bought on hire purchase, such as a very big {(21") Television, etc.

Residence : All of them live in a community on a building being added to and divided into
small rooms without ventilation, light and proper sanitation. Mare than 50 families of people with
sight disabilities live there together by paying monthly rent for 1,200-1,500 bath including tap water
and electricity costs. They earn their living by singing and selling lottery tickets. Going round
singing at food or coffee shop in Bangkok and outskirts as determined by their “leaders” or guides
Ihey often work many times by getting up at 05.00 a.m. for singing in markets or public places
before later returning to sleep and getting up in the evening for working again until 03.00 a.m. when
they return to sleep again, for exampie.

Most their problems and difiiculties: Their occupation and income is unsteady, and their
daily income must be divided for their leaders and sometimes for the food-
shop owners. those singing on the roads are afraid of being sent by welfare worker of the Public
Welfare Department to welfare homes because they want to live freely and independently.

Meaning and value of their lives: Most of them think that they have choices of living. They
have to struggle for survival, so they have no life planning and think that their sight disabilities
cause their poor live. Now because they move there only for sleeping. They also have no relation

with communal people.



Analysis of their poor lives: They are physically unhappy due to their sight disabilities
because they cannot easily go anywhere but they have to rely on others. They are mentally
unhappy because they feel anxious to become burdens 1o their families and fee! inferior. They are
socially unhappy because the society do not realize human dignity and they lack equality in many
ways.

Guidelines on provision of their welfare
1. To promote their occupation for their self-reliance.

To set up suitable criteria of loan for their working funds

To provide their travel facilities.
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To publicize their value and equal dignity



