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Abstract

This synthesis paper is prepared based on the findings of 11 background papers

under the ‘Media Reform Project’. The background papers are:

1.

2

3
4
5
6.
.
8
9

Objectives, desirable future scenarios and principles of media
system.,

The structure of broadcasting media.

The structure of newspaper and regulation of press.

Digital broadcasting and media technology

‘Quality’ content

Media personne! development

Structure regulation of broadcasting media

Selt-regulation and state-regulation

Media watchdog

10. Public broadcasting

11, Civic media

Key findings and recommendations include:

1.

In addition to commercial and state-run media, Thailand is in an
urgent need of two more types of broadcasting media: public and
community broadcasting. Such media, neither controlled by the state
nor motivated by commercial interests, are expected to provide
information and program in the area of education, culture, children
program, etc., that are of public interests but not profitable to
produce.

State censorship and control of media has consistently produced
undesirable results, especially in limiting the freedom of expression.
Self-regulation of the press should replace state control. However, it
is effective only under some conditions and should be complemented
by civic monitoring of the media through the establishment of a
‘media watchdog® organization. The organization needs to be
independent from the media and the government, sufficiently

financed and equipped with fuli-time staffs to operate effectively.



3. Structural regulations of broadcasting media are needed to promote
greater competition. This needs to be complemented by self-
regulation by professional bodies in the area of content regulation. In
particular, a rating and watershed systems for broadcasting media
should be introduced as parts of the regulatory regime administered
by the NBC. Self- regulation by broadcasting media professionals
should also be promoted and backed up by NBC’s regulation.

4. There is a need to reform media financing. In particular, the
‘Broadcasting Media Development Fund’, set up under the auspices
of the Broadcasting and Telecom Regulatory Organization Act,
should be used to fund the following media bodies and activities:

a. Public broadcasting media

b. Community media

¢. Content creation by small producers
d. Media literacy program

e. Media professional training

Support for activities b)-¢) should be subjected to competitive granting
based on the merit of the proposals submitted to the NBC. Revenue of
the fund includes license fees converted from commercial television

concession fees, and revenue raised by radio frequency spectrum auction.



