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Abstract

The study of the development of communication network to protect U-Tapao canal is
a participatory research. The study has four objectives as follows:

1.To investigate the form and communication process of the U-Tapao canal
community in the past and present both in and outside the community, particularly the
communication concerning methods to protect the community;

2.To estimate the potential of the folk media of the community at the present
time;

3.To use the communication process to exchange and learn about the
information of the U-Tapao community;

4.To search for strategies and activities to promote an opportunity for the
community to create the network to reflect the problem of the U-Tapao canal community by
using the media within and outside the community.

The research study covered 12 communities along the U-Tapao canal from its
origin to its estuary at Lake Songkhla. It took 18 months to collect data. It was found that
people communicated a lot in the community and it was an informal communication through
groups of people in the community. However, people communicated less with people from
different community. The content of the communication hardly concerned the U-Tapao
canal because the people’ s way of life nowadays relied much less on the canal.

The folk media appeared only scarcely in the community and it was considered as
the media for an entertainment and a ritual. It was not the media for the knowledge
distribution or the idea guidance as in the past. The research study reveals that the
communities along the U-Tapao canal lacked a chance to communicate and exchange
information among communities. As a result, the problem solving of the U-Tapao canal
problem was done by each community individually.

It was discovered that the important strategy to promote the opportunity to create
the community network is to have a reliable coordinator to set up a meeting for each

community to form the alliance to protect the U-Tapao canal. Topics for the communication



to convince each community to cooperate should concern the benefits of the community

especially the financial benefit.



