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A Study of the Order of Importance of Problems and People’ Needs for
Research into and Development of the Pak Panang Basin Region :

Urban Community Group

Wichien CHOOSAMER, Rustanasit TIPWONG, Monthon LERTCANAWANICHKUL,
Chamnong THANAPOQOP, Siriuma JAWJIT, Panatda PIBUL,Jiraporn JAROENPQOL,
Supaporn KONGSAWAT and Supat POOPAKA

institute of Alijed Health Sciences and Public Health,
Walailak University, Tasala, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80160, Thailand

(E-mail : ewichien@wu.ac.th)

As a continuance of the previocus study in 2001, this study intended to explore
and explain the existing problems, community needs and expectations from key
informants of urban inhabitants in Pak Panang basin for further research and
development. Five urban communities were ruled in by geographical scape and
poputation definition, 3 in the low plain area and 2 from the up-land counterpart,
comprising 71 heterogeneous key informants, from local politician Ieaders_: civil officers,
health volunteers, senior citizen groups, house-keepers, NGOs and general people.

We organized a 13-15 members in each focus group discussion for 5 such
groups, used 4 well constructed questions as probing fools to facilitate group reflection
and discussion, gathefed data by flexible technique including card technique, picture
drawing and mind mapping. We drew data from researcher's notes, informants’ cards
audio-tapes and mind maps, cross-tabulated the data through analytical matrices to
grouping and prioritizing the existing issues of study. The study revealed 4 relevant
urban community problerns, ranking from the first to latter priority, those are lack of
clean water supply, community waste water and shrimp farming waste water problem,
floading, economics related problem and a batch of social problems. It appeared that
the urban key informants requested for participatory involvement in both significant area
- of natural resources-environmental management and social management domain, these

sound to be the calling sign of self-directed development agenda confined in the



communities, Concerning about the new development paradigm, intensive thought and
done by the coming date should be relied on strategic environmental assessment and

the arena of conflict management strategy toward the entire plain and people.
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