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A Study of the Order of Importance of Problems and Peoples' Needs for
Research into and Development of the Pak Panang Basin Region : Local Fisheries

Suebpong THAMMACHAT, Paitoon MIKUSOL, Narong BOONSUAYKHWANE
and Supat POOPAKA

Institute of Liberal Arts, Walailak Universily,
Tasala, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80160, Thaifand
(E-mail : {suebpon@wu.ac.th)

The objective of this study of local fisheries was to find out what are the most
important problems experienced by fishermen in the Pak Panang basin region, and what
their needs are. The research team chose three geographical areas in amphoe Pak
Panang: fishing in waterways, Bang Duan village, Ban Phraek district; fishing in the bay
region: Ton Had village, East Pak Panang district; and fishing in the coastal region: Na
Kot village, Thaphaya district. In each area where we held discussions there were
fishermen from other areas, both from other districts and other amphoe who joined the
discussion, which enabled us to gather a wide range of data. Besides the focus group
discussions we also used our own observation and additional interviews in order to
cbtain accurate and clear information.

The important problem that we discovered from this research was the drastically
reduced abundance of marine life in the areas under investigation, which resulted in
much lower catches for the fishermen and which had a major effect on the people's way
of life and livelihood. The reason for the problem was that lack of water flow frem the Pak
Panang river as a result of the Uthokawiphatprasit water gate, which was rarely opened.
This had an effect on the life cycle of marina life. Many species of fish had disappeared,
and many waterways had silted up or were clogged up by Water Hyacinth weed. This
contributed to the problem of stagnant, smelly water in various areas, which in turn
affected the breeding of various marine species. The reason for the reduction on marine
life and in particular fish in the coastal waters was the, use of large drag nets, rua lun,
and rua khan sai pu . This method of fishing results in catches of very large guantities of
fish, including small marine life, which has led to a rapid reduction of marine life in the
area as well as affecfing the breeding cycie of coastal marine species. As for fishing in
the Pak Panang bay, the reasan for the reduction of marine life is the same as that which
occurs with the release of stagnant water in the canals and waterways. In addition, large
areas of mangroves, a major breeding ground for marine life, have been destroyed. A
further problem is that of pollution caused by the use of chemicals in various forms of
agriculture including crop planting, raising animals, and especially shrimp farming.
Water from shrimp farms results in water pollution in the waterways which leads to waler
use problems and also effects the breeding and growth of marine life.



The needs of local fishermen in the Pak Panang region are to ensure that the
quality of water in the Pak Panang basin region is good enough to support the region's
various marine species, so that it can increase the quantity of marine life for local
fisheries. To this end the Uthokawiphatprasit water gate should be opened more often.
The large fishing trawlers should be regulated more strictly according to the law. The
mangroves should be restored to their former abundance. A further nsed is to control
the use of chemicals in agriculture and cther occupations, because it is the source of
the reduction of marine life and water use problems. The next need is for financial
assistance in terms of low interest loans to be made available to be used for local
fisheries. '
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