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This study of the nature of the problems and the order of needs, and
suggestions arising from research into fruit growers and rubber cultivators in the Pak
Panang basin region began in May 2003. Five focus group discussions were organised
based on the different crops cultivated: 1) mangosteen growers; 2) rambutan growers;
3} durian growers 4) rubber tree growers; and 5) new economic crop growers (green
cocenut, pomelo and mango). There were three groups of participants who provided
information at each discussion: 1) 10 - 14 farmers who have grown that particular crop
for a fong time and have a good knowledge and understanding about that crop; 2) 1 - 2
local researchers from the Nakhon Si Thammarat provincial agriculture office who-are
responsible for fruit grewing and rubber free cultivators; 3) 5 - 6 academics and staff
from Walailak University who gathered data and organized the discussion. The research
results indicated that three common problems existed in the cultivation of each crop: 1)
production technology: most farmers believed that they lacked sufficient knowledge how
to maximize the yield and quality of each crop, especially those crops supplying the
export market; 2) diseases and pests: this was a common problem éncountered by
farmers, which reduced the guantity and quality of the crop, and also required
considerable use of chemicals; and 3) irrigation water from the Pak Panang project:
there are many areas where farmers do not have enough water, and in certain areas the
irrigation system that has been censtructed is inappropriate to the needs of the farmers.
As for the needs of the farmers in order of importance, these include 1) support for and
dissemination of appropriate agricultural technology, eg. establishing an agricultural
school; 2} there should be cooperative research between the farmers and the
researchers into ways of solving the various problems in the region so that the research
resuits directly meet the real needs of the farmers; 3) the farmers in the region want
direct participation in the management of the region's irrigation system so as to
maximize its benefits and leave a minimal negative impact on the local community; and



4) the farmers want support to establish farming groups in order to strengthen their
productive capacity, capital investment and marketing. Suggestions for further research
are as follows: 1) conduct a comparative study by examining the volume of production,
quality and income of fruit growing which makes use of technology and proper
management techniques, and compare this with the traditional methods used in fruit
growing today ; 2) study technigues is produceing fruit out of season that are beyond
the ability of fruit farmer, In order to achieve the best results ; 3) study methods of
controlling root rot disease affecting durian trees ; 4) study the possibility of converting
produce in order to add value to the sale of the product, as well as finding appropriate
methods for farmers to manage the crop after it is harvested in order to increase the
storage life of the fresh product ; 5) study and provide support for farmers to make more
use of organic farming methods; and 6) conduct further studies and experiments into
developing seeds and plant stock which are appropriate to the environmental conditions
of the Pak Panang basin regior.
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