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A Study of the Order of Importance of Problems and Peoples' Needs for
Research into and Development of the Pak Panang Basin Region ; Mixed Farming

Paitoon MIKUSOL', Suebpong THAMMAGCHAT', Chusak PRESCOTT,

Narong BOONSUAYKHWANE', Nuntawan YODPIIT'
and Supat POOPAKA

Institute of Liberal Arts'and Institute of Information Managementz , Walailak Universily,

Tasala, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80160, Thailand
{E-mail : mpaitoon@wu.ac.th)

This study is part of a research project entitied, "A Study of the Order of Importance
of Problems and Needs among the People for Research into and Development of the Pak
Panang Basin Region: Mixed fairming". The study aimed to find out the order of importance
of problems and needs in the Pak Panang Basin by holding focus group discussions on
three occasions in Nakhon Si Thammarat province: at Bang Khlong village school, amphoe
Pak Panang; Phibunsongkhram scheol, amphoe Hua Sai; Wat Bang Bucha, amphoe Pak
Panang. These discussions were made up of 15 - 20 village and community
representatives. The results were as follows:

Problems, in Order of Importance

1.

2.

4.

5.

Lack of water for fruit growers as a result of lack of rain, so that there was
insufficient water to grow rice.

Uncertain prices for agricultural produce, which resulted in a low prlce for
rice and other crops, or which made the price of produce each year
uncertain.

Problems relating to the eco-gystem, eg. the flow of salt water into fruit
orchards from Hua Sai canal, or the use of chemicals in the rice fields and in
the vegetable or fruit-growing regions which have left toxic residues that are
dangerous to humans and animals.

Problems relating to water-use between the shrlmp farmers and fruit growers
which lead to constant disputes.

Diseases affecting fruit trees, as well as infestation of pests such as insacts
and mice.

Needs, in Order of ImMportance

1.

Open the dam in order to let the salt water and fresh water mix together as in
the past to restore the eco-system of the region and the abundance of
marine life as in the past.

The government should assist fruit growers in marketing their produce. it
should also provide farmers with agricultural knowledge as well as assist in
restoring the region's fisheries to their former state.

Bring farmers together in order to increase their bargaining power in buying
and selling or fixing the price of their produce. Provide an irrigation canal
from the main canal (Cha-uat) in order to bring in water to the various fruit-
growing regions.

The government should protect the property of farmers by increasing the
number of security officers patrolling the area, because there has been an
increase in theft of the tools and produce of fruit growers.



Suggestions

1. The research results should be pubfished to enable students and other
pecple who are interested to learn from this research project. -

2. The research results should be sent to research organizations in the region,
for example the Tambon Administration Organizations as well as schools.

3. The research results should also be sent to Ministries, the Bureau of
University Affairs, and related Divisions to give guidelines for research into
various problems and ways of helping the villagers.

4. Walailak University should have on-going research projects following the
completion of this project for the benefit of the people of the Pak Panang
basin region.

Key words: Fruit tree, insecticides, eco-system, saltwater, environmental conditions.
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