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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project Code: RDGA473005
Project Title: Highland Archaeology in Pang Mapa District, Mae Hong Son
Province Phase I1
(Principle investigator) Associate Professor Dr Rasmi Shoocongdej
Investigators : Associate Professor Dr Natsuda Phumijumnong
Assistant Professor Dr Kanoknart Chintakanon
Ms Natthamon Pureepatpong
Ms Undomluck Hoontrakul

Mr Cherdsak Treerayapiwat

Email: rasmi@su.ac.th , rasmil3@hotmail.com
Project Duration: 1 October 2003 - 30 September 2006 (3 years)

The Highland Archaeology Project in Pang Mapha District, Mae Hong Son Province is an area-based and
multidisciplinary research program involving archaeology, physical anthropology, dental anthropology,
dendrochronology, palynology, ethnoarchaeology, and the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
Research goals include: 1) to analyze and synthesize the remainder of the archaeological assemblages from
Project Phase I, 2) to generate new data and develop theories and methods for archaeology, physical
anthropology, dendrochronology, and palynology, 3) to integrate the datasets from the various analyses, 4) to
examine the characteristics of ancient cultures and the emergence of cultural diversity, 5) to compare the
similarities and differences in peoples, cultures, and environments in the past and present, and 6) to apply the
knowledge gained to the development and strengthening of local communities through cultural heritage
programs.

The results of the Second Phase of research include the following. 1) Analyzed archaeological
assemblages from survey and excavations using techniques from the various disciplines. 2) Generated new data
concerning the cultural history of the highland population in Pang Mapha, indicating there was a long and
continuous occupation from 32,380 BP to 100 years ago. In addition, the project contributed to middle range
theory and developed new analytical techniques for archaeology using modern medical technology such as
Computed Tomography (CT-scanning), Scanning Electron Microscopy, and Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy.
3) Integrated the results from the analyses of archacological assemblages, tree-rings, human bones and teeth,
geomorphology, and palynology. 4) Determined that in the late Pleistocene there was a pebble tool culture, and
no cultural diversity was identified in this period. Cultural diversity emerged during the late Holocene, with the
log coffin culture, and continued to the historical period. 5) Found evidence of environmental changes through
time from the late Pleistocene to the present. These changes were caused by natural and human factors. In
addition, people migrated in and out of the research area which could have caused social and cultural changes in
different periods. Finally, 6) distributed the research results to the public and contributed both to the

understanding of Mae Hong Son history as well as to the development of sustainable tourism.





