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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project ID Code RDG4730005

Title Highland Archaeology Project in Pang Mapha District, Mae Hong
Son Province, Phase I1

Project Director: Associate Professor Dr Rasmi Shooconde;j
Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Archaeology,

Silpakorn University
Research Subject of

R & D Project : An Archaeology Survey and GIS Database System in Upper
Lang River, Highland Pang Mapha District, Mae Hong Son
Province.

Researcher of Subject: Mr. Cherdsak TREERAYAPIWAT

E-mail: cherdsak t@hotmail.com

Project Duration: October 1, 2003 — September 30, 2006 (including 3 years)

The land use of human, which evidentially appears on the physical landscape,
demonstrates the relation between human and their culture and environment that is the result
of harmonious adaptation to the way of life and landscape morphology. Therefore, the
research project on settlement pattern based on time and culture is made in order to better
understand the behavior of human in the past with the main four purposes;

(i)  Tosurvey and gather the information of archaeological site in the research area

(i)  To study the settlement of archaeological site in each culture through time

(iii) To make the archaeological database and GIS to manipulate, analyses and

display the archaeological sites located in the context of human settlement

(iv) To make the predictive model of archaeological site location that can be

applied for local development and further study

According to the (i) purpose, the archaeological survey had been conducted around
the area of Upper Lang River, about 10 km2 that covers five villages of Tham Lod Sub-
district, Pang Mapha District, Mae Hong Son Province. Twenty archaeological sites were
found including: 14 prehistoric sites determined to the Stone Age with the relative dating by
the artifact typology to 32,000-7,500 B.P., one of Log Coffin Culture was found and
compared with the similar sites that can be defined to the Iron Age or nearly 3,000-1,100
B.P., three historical sites in the contemporary Lanna period around 21-22 B.E. (about 16-17

B.C.), and two sites featuring some human traces that still cannot be specified the exact period



and their cultural based. In summary, 88 archaeological sites in Pang Mapha /have been/were/
found and studied since 1998 to 2006.

For the (ii) purpose, the studies of 88 sites, dated from prehistoric to historic period
(about 32,000 B.P.-22 B.E.), holistically utilize two concepts; landscape archaeology
signifying the spatial dimension and socio-cultural evolution representing the concept of
temporal dimension. The studies, thus, discover that social, economic and political contextual
factors significantly affect the settlement and landscaping in archaeological sites in each of
their times. Of the level of society in Early Stone Age, the land use was scattered within the

habitation area of cave, rock shelter including mountain ridge. While the landscape of

Neolithic society should be demonstrate to the utilizing space in the similar ecological
system, but can not to be absolutely conclusion because of the number of site that found. Both
periods still had no specific land allocation, but can be seen clearer in the Log Coffin Culture
that choosing which cave or rock shelter sites for the mortuary practice. The diffusion of Log
Coffin can be signifying to the interaction between groups of people having different style of
log coffin’s head. The rise of early state society and economic expansion from outside
community should be the reasonable to change the way of life of Log Coffin People, which
clear in 20-21 B.E. at least. Because the historic communities; contemporary with Lanna
Period about 19-22 B.E., found in this time of the research area shows the creation of political
landscaping by choosing the valley to be center of community, while the settlement of local
community might dwelled on the mountain ridge.

All the information gathered into the research summary can be displayed in the form
of map by using the spatial data in Vector format which apart from this can be transformed
and make the spatial analysis to generate the predictive area that should be found the other of
archaeological sites in Pang Mapha of Mae Hong Son Province, or in any similar area

according to the (iii) and (iv) purpose.





