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Abstract

This research was performed to investigate the possibility of organic Hom Mali rice
production as an alternative career to alleviate poverty in Baan Na Viang, a village in Amnat
Charoen province, North East Thailand. The method used was the interview of 80 farmers using a
standardized questionnaire. The farmers were divided into four groups of twenty, ie., 1. farmers
who grow rice conventionally 2. Farmers who recently changed into organic system (transitional
period, less than three years) 3. Farmers who established the complete organic system (more than
three years) and 4. Farmers who were in the integrated farming system including organic Hom
Mali rice production.

It was found that several practices of organic rice production were different from
conventional counterpart. The major different of the organic rice growers were: no chemical
fertilizer and other synthetic products was used, the formation of group working, frequency of
training, and intensity of management. The organic products were not certified by any
organization. Small groups of farmers were inspired by the previous bad experience of using
chemical fertilizer and the need to reduce investment cost. The expansion of the practice happened
later due to the realization of the benefit of organic production system of the farmers in the village.

The main features of farmers in organic rice system were that they were in the form of
groups. This provided good control of quality of the products and help reduce individual working
load in the production process, especially the production of organo-microbiologic fertilizer which
were desperately needed. Other factors encouraging the change to organic were: support from
family member, knowledge from training about techniques and benefit of the system, and personal
characteristic. Religious-based organization namely “Suan Sarng Fun”, which produces and
promote the non-chemical agricultural products had major influence to the farmers. Data from
sample collection revealed that the farmers at the transitional period faced 8% reduction of rice
yield when compared to conventional production (295 vs 320 kg./rai). This was mainly due to
insufficient organic fertilizer applied. On the other hand, when reached fully organic stage, the
yield was 10% higher that conventional one (354 vs 320 kg./rai).

The products were sold at 8.5, 9.3, 9.5, and 9.4 THB/kg. in group 1, 2, 3 and 4
respectively. The higher price was due to a better quality, not the premium for organic production.

Investment cost was 2,521, 2,633, 3,548, and 3,528 THB /rai which was 948, 884, 968 and 1,223



THB/rai cash cost and 1,574, 1,750, 2,616 and 2,305 THB/rai non-cash cost. Net income was
200, 109, -223 and -452 THB/rai respectively.

It was found that only 15, 15, 15 and 20 percent of farmers, respectively, had income above
level of poverty line (1,040 THB/month/person as recommended by the Thai government). Factors
affecting the calculation were: yield per rai, ratio of area used per person, selling price and quality
of the products. It was found, in groups 1, 2 and 3, that 100% of farmers with area more than 25
rai were above the poverty line.

In conclusion, organic rice production, although be a good choice when look at the tradition
and social sides, was not an appropriate solution to solve poverty. Many limitation as quoted were
the major obstacles. It is recommended that the production should only be for family consumption
and additional income. Farmers with integrated farming tended to improve their income and
reduce expense. It is therefore recommended that integrated farming system should be a major

priority for alleviate poverty.



Executive summary

This research was performed to investigate the possibility of organic rice production as an
alternative career in Baan Na Viang, a village in Amnat Charoen province, Thailand. The method
used was the interview of 80 farmers using a standardized questionnaire. Also, a member of the
research team lived in the village for six months in order to be familiar with the people which
facilitated the collection of data. It was found that the production system help stimulate the group
working habit, inherited by the nature of the production system, especially the need of labor for
organic fertilizer production. The group of people who produce organic rice were generally old,
most of them were more than 40 years old. The organic rice production help reduce investment
cost due to omitting of chemical fertilizer. However, when labor cost was included in calculation,
it was found that organic rice production, although with a slightly higher yield than conventional
counterpart, produced deficit figures. Due to the very low yield of rice (average 324 kg/rai) and
from the fact that only once per year the product can be produced, more than 80% of both
conventional and organic rice producers were under the line of poverty. The soil and environment
quality were improved by organic production, indicated by increasing number and variety of
plants, insect and animals in the paddocks. The rice sample were collected and tested for quality. It
was found the rice from organic production were better quality. This is also indicated by the
higher selling price per kg of the products. There were neither organic production standard nor
specific market applied in the area. In conclusion, it was found that organic rice production was
not an appropriate solution to solve poverty in this geographical area. However, rice production is
the farmers’ way of life and they were pleased with the organic rice production and convincingly
decided to continue production. Also, most of them planned to move to integrate farming system

especially production of fish, cattle and vegetable to increase food variety and income.





