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Project Code RDG4840021
Project Name Fang watershed area Observation Project

Project Duration May 1St 2005 — March 31St 2007

Purposes

1. To observe the changes in using water and the effects of inadequate water supply
of the community.

2. To observe the community’s solutions of the drought and conflict problems.

3. To observe the community’s ways of increasing its own participation in creating the

new way of using water.

1. Fang River Basin’s problems.
1.1 The conflict of accessing natural resources between people in Fang river basin.
These days, people of the community in all three areas are facing the same

problem of forest invasion. An increasing of forest invasion is occurring to meet the
sake of economical vegetation, especially the big plantation of vegetation. Moreover,
Fang community seems to be more supportive with the economical sake, thus causes
the big conflict of accessing water supply between the financial backers and the
villagers, the villagers and the public officials within the community, and between the
villagers themselves. Additionally, the agriculture in the area associates with the large
amount of chemical substances which affect the health of the villagers and the workers
in the commercial agriculture. The problems are concluded as follow:

1.1.1  Public forest and land invasion.

1.1.2 The problems in the river basin, the waterways, and the dam system.

1.1.3 The problem of consuming water.

1.1.4 Bamboo destruction.

2. The solution of Fang River Basin’s Problems.
2.1 The process of solving the conflict in the Fang villagers’ association.
The solutions are categorized into 2 levels; 1) National movement, 2) The
solution of the local conflict. For examples, Case 1: the conflict of accessing water

between the villagers and the financial backers of the crocodile farm, Case: 2 the



conflict of accessing water between the villagers and the financial backers of Tanakorn
orange orchard, and Case 3: the conflict of accessing water between Mae-lukmeun dam
users and the financial backers of Tanakorn orange orchard in Fang district.

There are people from various institutions coming to establish the association of
Fang River Basin community in trying to stop the national conflict of accessing water
supply of the newcomers. This way of solving the problem offers the new way of gaining
personal benefit to the financial backers and affects the whole system of the original
community. Consequently, the financial backers and the villagers face with the problem
of unequal access of natural resources because of the very different financial statuses.
Moreover, the villagers also suffer from the diseases caused by the chemical
substances being used and they have to cure the pain by themselves. There are 3
conditions of pain; pain caused by Chlorinated Hydrocarbon, pain caused by
Organophosphate, and pain caused by Carbamate.

2.2 The community economic support.

People in the community change the production system by using fermented
fertilizer and organic agriculture in order to decrease the use of chemical substances
which affect people’'s health, to decrease the payment of expensive chemical
substances, and to support the additional jobs of the villagers such as making
fermented beans, Ta-daeng chili paste, brooms, basketry products, pork rinds, and
shampoo for sell in association with the local administration organization. The villagers
can have more income than being only farmers.

2.3 Social and cultural support.

The villagers use the knowledge and experience of the elders to work out the
support such as acknowledging people about the wild and local herbs, teaching Lanna
language to the students in schools, supporting the old tradition of paying respect to the

guardian angels, helping each other in building dam, etc.

The ways to deal with the conflict within the community in the future.

1. The reservation of natural resources such as water, forest, and lands is
done by a group of people from both public and private institutions, for examples, the
owner of an orange orchard business, the local administration organization, and people

from other occupations.



2. The villagers solve the problem of poverty by holding their own local
businesses such as establishing the water sifting factory in the community.

3. There is the way of decreasing chemical substances by expanding the
use of organic agriculture into local plantations, not only use it in orange orchards, for
examples, the growing of organic rice and vegetables without chemical substances, etc.

4. The use of a modeling plan in the community allows the local
administration organization in 3 districts to preserve natural resources and allot the
budgets to the local community in order to let the villagers have a chance in preserving

the resources.

The ways to deal with the conflict within the nation in the future.
4.1 Establishing the research group to observe the effects of orange orchard business
on people’s health and environment.
4.2 Proclaiming the natural resources preservation areas within Fang River Basin in
which the research group is in charge:
-Observe and collect the information about the proclaiming of the natural
resources preservation areas, according to the Act of supporting and preserving
national natural condition of 1992, in 3 months time.
-Make the boundary of the areas that will be proclaimed as the preservation
areas.
-Provide the regulations for the natural preservation.
-Submit the report to the national environment committees in order to consider
and proceed the proclaiming of natural resources preservation areas.

-Propose the long-term advice and plan of solving the problem of environment.





