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Project Code RDG4840029

Project Name Water resource Management by Community Organization in Seaw

watershed Project
Period of Time June 1" 2005 to March 31° 2007
Objectives

1. To study about the situations, causes and effects to poor people who live among

Seaw watershed in  nowadays.

2. To find out methods and suggestions that could be choices of water resource
management in local community level, river basin level, government policy level by a

participation of community and involved association.

According to formerly studies about problems state of Northern and Southern Seaw
watershed found that there are various problems happen in many different area , for

example, The upper Seaw watershed has a problem of sea water for all over the

waterway. Because of salt farms doing by capitalists in Borabue District, Mahasarakam
Province. The problem causes aquatic animal death so the water can not be used for any
agriculture. A government water resource management is facing a problem due to lack of

community participation. A problem of water quantity, the water in the main Seaw

watershed is not enough for using all over the year. The storage capacity of the reservoir
does not contain enough water for community demand, especially, in the lack of reservoir
area. That problem causes drought. The shallow of the main Seaw problem, variety
loosing problem of the place where used to be the useful place for Seaw watershed
residents. “Paa Boong and Paa Taam” is the forest where used to be the utilitiy and food
hunting place for the people had been destroyed through the waterway. So the villagers
turned to only use water from the main Seaw watershed. Because of the main Seaw

rehabilitation and restoration taking by department of irrigation.

Problem state faced in the lower part of the main Seaw watershed are as follows;

Drought problems, there is no appropriate water storage place except concrete dam.



However, they are unable to store a large amount of water. Flood problems, the main
Seaw is the main waterway that contains the water flowing from many place in “Toong Gu
La Rong Hai” plain and its waterway branches. Furthermore, there is a dam making in the
main Seaw waterway. That dam blocks the water flow. So, when it has to contain a lot of
flush water flowing from many places, it can not drain water away in time. These factors

cause rapidly overflow.

Apart from the conditions above, there is many problem affected from the digging out
of the main Seaw. That digging out activity effects to the ecology system. It causes the
riverside ecosystem out of plenty because the local plant species called Mai-Tamm; the
species that keep balancing the ecology, had been destroyed. The decreasing of fish
breed amount in the main Seaw. The digging out activity made both clay shoulder along
the Seaw riverside much higher. So the fish is not able to get in to farm place that causes
fish reduction. Moreover, it causes salt land — salt water effect. After the digging out
activity, it leads salt water from the upper part to the lower part of the Seaw.
Consequently, some places in the lower Seaw part are unable for rice farm making.
Industrial drops planting. The amount of Eucalyptus planting which is increasing instead
of Mai Taam ; the local plant, causes the soil and the ecosystem along the riverside out of
plenty. The communities can not rely on local resources. So they have to count on
resources from out side. They have to buy food. They have to pay for residence. Many
households are indebted that leading to family poverty. The problem of floods that

overflow from the upper river basin area.

According to formerly study, the main factor that had been found are physical factor
such as landscape, the obstacles that came from construction, the road that made across
the waterway, the road and clay ridge that paralleled the waterway, the dam that made in
the waterway to store water for dry season usage, water drainage in harvesting season
problem, water drainage problem that came from steep places, water shortage problem,

water and soil quality problem.

1. Community Level Suggestion

1.1 make a restoration and development plan;community section.



1.2 devide fish protectorate zone in the main Seaw by community uses area

1.3  encourage to set a youth group, the main Seaw watershed protectorate

group in order to keep protecting the main Seaw

1.4  provide side occupation training program for habitants

2. Regional Level Suggestion

21 make a participation process between gain and loss communities and

government institute

22 form the whole Seaw waterway committee to play the important role in

the Seaw setting, planning, development and rehabilitation

2.3 encourage local organization to have rights to manage and to maintain
the usage

2.4 welcome government/private association to participate in local level

2.5 keep contact with community around the middle of the main Seaw in

order to set up the whole Seaw watershed network

2.6 manage drainage system in order to prevent floods / extend bridge

2.7 restore the main Seaw edge shoulder in order to be an agriculture

product transportation road

2.8 support materials and equipments to rehabilitate plant and fish breed

3. Policy Level Suggestion

3.1 set a restorative plan for the main Seaw watershed for all over the

waterway



3.2 community organization should be participated in water resource

management
3.3 community should be participated in irrigation dam making
3.4 make a water-distribution canal / drainage ditch in order to prevent floods
3.5 open-close rubber dam operation should be on the under control

between government-habitants

3.6 salt farm is absolutely not allowed in the main Seaw watershed.



