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Abstract

The study on production system and possibility for native cattle meat production in
northern part of Thailand was carried out in Chiang Mai and Phare provinces. The objectives of
these studies were to mapping the distribution of cattle production area, to analysis species and
nutritive value of forages or feeds from natural pastures and also studied dressing percentage and
carcass composition of native cattle with less than 2.5 years old.

Three hundred and twenty seven farmers form Chiang Mai and ninety farmers from
Phare province were interviewed using questionnaires at their farms or cattle grazing areas. The
results revealed that both in Chiang Mai and Phare, native cattle production area was thoroughly
distributed, by which beef cattle production area and dairy cattle production area were clearly
separated. Major district for dairy cattle raising in Chiang Mai are San Sai, San Kamphang,
Chaiprakarn, Mae On, Saraphi and Mae Wang. Beef cattle was mainly produced in Hang Dong,
Doi Lor, Chom Thong, Doi Tao, Hot, Samoeng and Om Goi districts. In Phare province, dairy
cattle was produced in Muang and Rong Kwang districts, whereas beef cattle mostly distributed
in Muang, Rong Kwang, Long ang Wang Chin districts.

Basic information from the farmers concerning showed that the farmersare mostly male
with 41-50 years of age and married. They stated their farm in three different ways: family
heritage, agreement farming and buying their beef cattle. Farmers used family fund or soft loan
from various sources. For cattle housing , farmers constructed the temporary housing and using
bamboo wood as fencing. The housing usually close to the house. They raised their cattle free
grazing in natural pasture the whole day and brought back to the farm in the evening time.
Forages in the pasture are native Graminae, Leguminosae, other weeds, and dropped ripening
fruits. Natural feed resources are very rich in rainy season. In dry season, feed or forages was
however very poor. Farmers had no plan for feed preservation. Major feed resources in dry season
were e.g. Natural ripening fruits, wild plant leaves, bamboo leaf sheath, dried grass and dried rice
stump in the field.

Farmers normally keep the cow, heifer and growing female cattle in their herd and using
the bull for natural mating system. The bull will be used for 3-5 years and the culling bull will be
sold out for meat. The farmers used phenotype to select their cattle for sale to local or village

middleman. They sold only weaned cattle and not buying the new one after they sold out.



The studied on dressing percentage and carcass composition showed no different
between those from Chiang Mai and Phare, which were 49.98 + 2.81 and 48.54 + 3.08 percent ,

respectively. Red meat percentage were 74.01 +2.38 and 72.35 +6.39 percent of the dressing.





