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Abstract

The objectives of production system and possibility for native cattle meat production in
northern part of Thailand project were to study the distribution of cattle raising areas, production
system and cost, identify and proximate analysis of roughage in natural fields and evaluation of
carcasses dressing out percentage and composition. Data from 112 farmers in 6 districts of
Lamphun Province and 100 farmers in 9 districts of Lampang Province were analyzed. The result
showed that most of farmers were male with 51.3 year in average of age, finished to study at
primary school and they were Buddhist. The main income of their family derived from cattle
farming and growing rice. They were worked in farm since last 10 years with 9 cattle in average
by bought them or from “PA” system and nowadays they have 19.8 cattle in average. Most of the
farms practice extensive production system. The cattle are let out to graze in the fileds during the
day and are kept at the farm at night. The cattle also have access to grazing areas in the hills.
They have no pasture, most of them prepared rice straw for feeding cattle. Most of farms uses the
bull for mating within herd. Their derived 1-5 calf per herd per year. They have vaccination for
some diseases and deworm around once a year. For the fixed cost of farming they paid about
10,000 baht per farm, these money came from their own (48.8%), investigate with bank for
farmers and cooperative (13.0%) and from the other sources (10.2%). However 26.2% of
farmers have to pay for variable cost < 2000 baht per year and 29.5% of farmers have to pay for
variable cost 2,001-5,000 baht per year. For the income from farm they derived 5,001-20,000
baht per year (50% of farmers). There are 2 cattle markets in Lamphun (Veiangnonglong market)
on Sunday and Lampang provinces (Kaoka market) on Monday. Every weeks there are beef
merchants from North East part of Thailand come to these markets for sale the buffalos and buy
the cattle back around 500 heads per week, they will get profit around 2,000 baht per head of
cattle. When the farmers sold their cattle (1-5 cattle per time) after that 31.0% of the farmers
bought young cattle for replacement. Selling price of the cattle were according to size, in
normally the price were around 5,000-10,000 baht per head.

There are many kinds of the roughage in the fields such as Congo grass, Soybean, Rice,
Koa haole or Lead tree or White leadtree or White popinac, Water Morning Glory, Dayflower or
Wandering jew, Para Cress, Common jujube or Chinese jujube, Swollen Finger grass , Napier

grass or Elephant grass, Common Reed or Flute Reed , Barking Deer's Mango, Crowfoot grass,
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Board Leaf Carpet grass or Savanna grass, Bermuda grass or Scutch grass or Star grass or Quick
grass , Speargrass , Wild Banana etc.

At 1-2 years old, native and White Lamphun cattle average 154.62 + 37.35 kg. live
weight while the carcass weight was 80.87 + 19.34 kg., giving a dressing out percentage of
52.37+ 3.08 %. There were no significant differences in live weight, carcass weight and dressing
out percentage between native and White Lamphun cattle. However, the relative percentage
weight of the head, liver, gall bladder and kidney of native were significantly higher than White
Lampghun cattle. Relative percentage of arm chuck and shank of native cattle in Lampang
province were higher than native cattle in Lamphun province while other portions were not
significant difference. Tenderloin percentage of cattle in summer were significantly higher than
cattle in rainy season but primal round, untrimmed neck roll and brisket of cattle in summer were
significantly lower than cattle in rainy season. There were no significant difference of loin area of
these cattle. When compared the meat quality, founded that % drip losses of native cattle in
summer season were not significant difference with White Lamphun cattle in rainy season but
lower than cattle in other groups. The % freezing losses of White Lamphun cattle were lower than
cattle in other groups. The % thawing losses of White Lamphun cattle were lowest. The %
cooking losses of White Lamphun cattle were not significant difference with native cattle in rainy

season but lower than other group.
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