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Abstract

Research Report : Child Watch

Research : Bangkok and Suburban Team
Supporter : The Thai Research Fund
Co-ordinator : Ramajitti Institute

Year : February 2552

The objective of this study is to investigate the condition and situations of
children and youth in Bangkok and suburban by collecting data from questionnaires,
and case studies. Selected indicators in questionnaires and case studies of children
behaviors related to the provision of education, society, healthcare on children and
youth development. The data collection and the research results will be used to
reinforce the movement and change of organizations in order to prevent children
problems arose in provincial level and in Bangkok. This movement and change will
consequently bring about sustainable learning process, coordination, and cooperation
between educational institutes, government sectors and private sectors to plan
policies, strategies, action plans and budget for the integrative development of
children and youth in Bangkok and suburban. In addition, the aim from the results of
this study is to make change in national policies on social, and children and youth
development more affectively. The data collected in this study is firstly from
questionnaires with 18 indicators of three provisions in education, society, healthcare
on children and youth development done by relevant organizations, and secondly

from children and youth behavior questionnaires done by 14,219 primary, secondary



and vocational and university students. Furthermore, there were case studies of

children and youth from each province.

Conclusion

1. The results of primary children and youth behaviors in Bangkok and
suburban reveal that most of the primary school children live with their parents,
44.54% of them having mobile phone. The average monthly pay from their parents is
about 1,025.44 baht/month and their average monthly expense is around 737.15 baht.
For their daily activity, the most of them (76.85%) spend their time talking with their
parents, 74.49% spend their time watching VDO/VCD while 41.56% read the comic
books. According to their unhealthy snack eating, 39.40% always eating unhealthy
snacks, and 29.23% always drink carbonated soft drinks. The majority of these
children do not watch pornographic media.

2. The results of secondary children and youth behavior in Bangkok and
suburban show that most of these children live with their parents. The monthly pay
from their parent is 3,439.11 baht, while their monthly expense is around 2,900.10
baht and 98.49% of them having mobile phone. For their daily activities, 75.87% of
them spend their time to talk with their parents, 26.54% of vocational level students
(occasionally to usually) smoke, 35.64% of university level students (occasionally to
usually) drink alcohol and beer, 48.01% watch pornographic media, mostly from
VDO clip. Only a small number of them found gambling, threatening, and extorting
for money. 22.97% of this group has premature sexual activities, 21.88% of them
thinking about plastic surgery when getting married. Most of the students in this

group who takes tutorial course are university level students.



3. According the health indicator, the result shows that the rate of the stillbirth
is 3.10: 1,000 of delivery. There is 9.71% of the newborn having below average
weight, while 4.75% of kindergarten school students and 4.23% of primary school
students having below average weight, and 5.30% of kindergarten students found
obese. Besides, 8.19% of this group found successfully committing suicide which is
equal to 4.52: 100,000 of population. Lastly, there are 830.22 of this group injured
from motorcycle accidents and 13.65% died.

4. The educational indicator shows that 84.30% of Thai students furthering
their education in mathayom 4 and 75.05% in university level. The overall shortage of
secondary level teacher is 16.10 while the shortage of teacher in primary school
teacher is 6.18%. The percentage of budget of local municipality on education of
children development is 5.11%, 11.73% and 13.49 in district municipality and
provincial municipality and municipality, respectively. The percentage of students
who resigned from school before completion of their education is 18.28% for all
levels and there is 10.85% for the overall move of their educational institutes.

5. The social indicators shows that the proportion between marriage and
divorce is 2.77, and the entertainment places are 170.96 to 100,000 of population,
while the health promotion offices is 41.89 to 100,000 of population while the internet
café is 106.83 to 100,000 of population. Besides, the premature motherhood is about
3,271.85 to 100,000 of population. The rate of the sexual harassment of children
under 18 years old is 33.10 to 100,000 of population. The children who have been
sent to the remand home is 232.21 to 100,000 of population. Lastly, the children who

have been sent to drug rehabilitation center is 490.47 to 100,000 of population.



6. The case studies — Small community learning center in Bangkok (Bangkok),
Voluntary work for self development of teen in Kanchanapisek Center (Nakorn
Prathom Province), Efficiency development for Nontaburi Childen and Youth Council
(Nothaburi Province), Look through their heart : Sakoi girls (Prathumthani Province),
Solutions for school problems in Samutparkarn (Samuthrparkarn Provice), Cultural
assimilation of foreign labors’ children in Samutsakorn (Samutsakorn Province)

7. According to the impacts and expectation of the child watch program in the
provincial level, there are meetings and seminars related to the mentioned problems
in order to bring the fact and information to formulate the reliable and referable
policy, strategy and plan. In the regional level, the comparative data gained causes the
activeness in problem solving. Then there are child networks formed to help solving
the problems. In the long-length plan, there is a continuous prevention plan for child

and youth problems in each province. There are also policies and activities related to

this matters and the increasing in budget on child and youth. There is also 13zuvisna

in which there will be a continual process of public presentation on multiple
cooperation in child problem solving, establishing child and youth center in each
province and child and youth assembly to be representative of children in each

province.

Suggestion

1.) According to the study of child and youth in various educational level,
Ramijitti Institute seeks for the cooperation from private sectors who took parts in
causing the problems or risk in making the problems to be aware and responsible for
create better Thai social environment through funding of creative activities reduce the

causes or risks of the problems.



2. National team should cooperate and exchange the data from the important
indicators which are educational, healthcare and social indicators with related
government sectors who are responsible for data collections in order to reinforce the
campaign, plan and social policy in which every sectors will take part in child and
youth problem solving and development.

3. Some of the indicators are difficult to collects since the data in some
provinces are not stable and there is no organization to collect the data. In some big
provinces, the data can not be generalized. Therefore, the national research team
should provide the chance for the researcher team in the province to evaluate the
indicators in order to have the reliable one. In order to get effective indicators and
prevent unexpected errors of data, it is better to have meetings and questionnaires for
gathering comments from regional researcher team.

4. Since it is a progressive survey, there should be the more publication of the
case studies in order to present the interesting problem from each province to gain
more cooperation. An there should be also an increase in making media in VCD and
DVD, documentary films and picture books to provide to the students and the
education institutes to use them as medium in classroom with the related subjects. The
content of the medium should not be so complicate in order to effectively approach to
the target group.

5. The importance of the local municipality if form provider of fact and
information should be considered in order to help reduce the problem in child and
youth however, the information should be concise and response to the local people’s
needs.

6. Each researcher team should increase in working on seeking for

cooperation in the area of social problem, in the form of establishing of club,



community, and student assembly in each province since the youngsters will be the
core groups who keep watching the problems that may arise among their friends
within their schools.

7. National Child Watch Project should consider the suggestions from all
regions in order to make the categories such as

- National policy, the most expected outcome from children and youth

- Law, and regulation of law, government mechanism

- Educational process, health care process, social development process are
now separated or integrated, which is the focus of benefit of children and youth.

- Responsibility of family, community, society, public communication in

watching, preventing and curing of children.
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