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Abstract

The research project entitted “Ethics of the Politicians’ has four
objectives. Firstly, it studies the concept of the politicians' ethical principles.
Secondly, it studies the impact of the current conditions of the politicians ethical
principles in Thai society. Thirdly, it studies and reviews the mechanism used in
controlling the politicians' unethical behaviors. Fourthly, the research project attempts
to find the ways to develop the politicians' ethics.

This research uses the mixed methods in the study consisting of both the
gualitative and quantitative research. The qualitative method studies the concepts and
theories about ethics, professional ethics, and politicians' ethics from books and
documents regarding the af ore-mentioned issues.

As for the quantitative research, the researcher distributed a set of
guestionnaire among 630 members of the Thal National Parliament: 150 senators and
480 members of the House of Representatives to ask them about their attitudes
towards the paoliticians ethical principles. Findings reveal that 201 members answered
the questionnaire (32%). The research subjects have a high level of knowledge about
the politicians' ethics and are able to categorize the politicians’ ethical issues.

Regarding the condition of the politicians ethics, the research subjects
agree that the democratic political system with the king as the head of state is the most
suitable one for the country (48.99%). Concerning the other conditions, the research
reveals that Thai politicians consist of those who possess and do not possess the basic
qualifications of good politicians. (x = 2 and S.D. = 0.59). With regards to the attitude
and experiences of the politicians, 51.01% agree that the resolution taken by each
politician before assuming the member of parliament’ s position make them determine
to become politicians with ethical principles. When being asked whether those who
financialy support them in their election campaign have influenced their political
decision making, 33.84% agree and agree the most, 24 % are not certain, and 51.01%
disagree. Moreover, 28.28% agree when being asked whether the business group that
they come into contact with influences their political decision making while 25% say
they are not certain, and 56.06% disagree and disagree the most.

These important findings about the attitudes and work experiences of the
Thai politicians reveal the strong conflict of interest between the politicians' personal
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benefits and their duties and responsibilities for the country and the people which is a
very worrisomeissuein Thai politics.
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