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Abstract

The culture of the Tai ethnic groups in the country of Thailand, the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, and the Lao People's Democratic Republic has influenced on
the styles of Tai architecture in the 3 areas of potential tourism attractions; 1) the area
of Chiangrai, Phayao, and Nan in the northern region of Thailand 2) Muang Chiang Tung
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and 3) Sainyabuli Province of the Lao People's
Democratic Republic. This research is a qualitative research aiming to understand the
architecture of Tai people’s residence. Data collection is done by documents, survey,
interviewing the artisans, measurement of architecture of Tai residence, photography
and interviewing the community leaders. The research results were found that the
ways of life, culture and beliefs of the Tai ethnic groups; Tai Lue, Tai Yuan, Tai Roi, and
Tai Ner affected the location, size, the utility space and residence style. In terms of
the styles and compositions of the residence in Phayao and Chiangrai had the different
development of the Tai Lue’s traditional residences in Xishuangbanna in case of roof
pattern, composition of area and method of construction. The research was indicated
the two styles of specific Tai traditional residence of Chiang Tung villages as follows: 1)
wooden house with high basement, wooden structure, gable roof covering with cut-
ended earthenware and having upright wall and widen wall 2) wooden and soil house
with its characteristics; wooden structure and soil wall for supporting the weight of
wooden floor, roof, beam, joist and crossbeam without the wooden pillars. In
Sainyabuli Province, it was found that the residence was single-floor wooden houses
with high basement. The structure was made of wood with the wood standing on the
rock. The stairs were outside the house with the vertical planks and gable roof. The
space of the residence was divided into 3 parts; bedroom, kitchen and balcony. The
result of the study can be used as the academic reference and data for developing the

architectural tourism for research further.
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