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ABSTRACT

The development of the architectural tourism in the cultural regions on both
sides of the Mekong River was intended to maintain and preserve the cultural identity
of the traditional Tai house architecture in order to indicate unique areal identities
through the use of a tourism-based approach with an aim of preserving the cultural
trait, generating incomes among involved communities, and connecting the contexts
with neighboring countries in preparation for the advent of the ASEAN Economic
Community. The objectives of this research were: (1) to participatively investigate
architectural tourism potential of the traditional houses in the eastern Lanna region;
(2) to examine behaviors of tourists visiting the architectural attractions in the study
areas; (3) to participatorily obtain architectural tourism guidelines in the eastern Lanna
region; and (4) to obtain architectural tourism guidelines for the cultural regions on
both sides of the Mekong river.

The study area in Thailand consisted of the eastern Lanna region bordering
neighboring countries, which included Chiang Rai, Phayao, and Nan Provinces. In
Myanmar, it was Keng Tung in the Shan State, and Chaiyabouri Province in Laos. In-
depth interviews, forums of local community members, and focus group discussions
of business operators and concerned state agencies were utilized to collect
exploratory qualitative data, while a questionnaire to investigate tourist behaviors was
used to gather quantitative data.

The study results reveal that, in Chiang Rai Province, the area with a potential
for promoting traditional Tai house tourism is at Sri Donchai Village in Chiang Khong
District, which is a Tai Lue ethnic style. In Phayao Province, it is at Tha Sop Waen
Village in Chiang Kham District, which is also a Tai Lue style. In Nan Province, it is at
Tued Village in Wiang Sa District, which is a Yuan ethnic style. Regarding tourist
behaviors choosing this architectural tourism in the eastern Lanna region, it is found
that the factor influencing their decisions to visit these architectural attractions was
the need for architectural craftsmanship that is particularly indicative of the local and
ethnic identity and it was at the highest level (X = 3.21). As for tourism activities, it is
found that the need to appreciate the unique characteristics of these residential
houses was the high level (X= 2.92). For tourism development on local residential
houses, the need for information on history, architectural aspects and important
artwork of those houses was found at a high level (X= 2.81). The architectural
compositions of these residential attractions found to be the focus of tourists were

bedrooms, doors and windows, at a high level (X= 2.82). For tourist behaviors visiting



the other two countries through various frontier checkpoints, it is found that most of
them started from Thailand. With regard to five needs of tourists visiting architectural
attractions in the three countries, it is found that their needs were ranked from high
to low as follows: tourism-supporting factors (X= 2.23), tourism resources (X= 2.21),
access to tourist attractions (X= 2.16), tourist information (X= 2.13), and tourism-
related facilities (X= 2.02) respectively.

For the guidelines on participatory development of traditional Tai residential
tourism in the three provinces in the eastern Lanna region, it should focus on the
promotion of and participation in conserving the architecture by the local
communities, the development of tourism activities and routes, information
development, and marketing development.

The guidelines on connecting architectural tourism in the cultural areas on
both sides of the Mekong River included establishing cooperation with the
neighboring countries, constructing standard and practical regulations, providing
officers to facilitate tourism activities, promoting mutual understanding among
operational officers at all levels, jointly developing necessary tourism facilities among
participating countries, and issuing conservation measures for the Tai residential
attractions. As for connecting tourism activities and routes, the focus should be on
academic and experience-based tourists by creating activities in relation to the Tai
ethnic residences and providing an opportunity for tourists to participate with hosts
and community members. For tourism routes, the main destination should be
architectural attractions with an integration of other tourism activities along the
routes. The activities should be a mixture of visit and participation, with the locals
taking the role of presenting their stories. In addition, the potential of tourism
business should be strengthened. Business agreements should be clearly conducted
and there are measures to solve problems together. With regard to human resources
development, individuals in the service sector should have good communication

knowledge and skills in providing security and assistance.
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