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Abstract

The aim of this research is to study the use of transport infrastructure that affects a
modal shift in order to reduce transport costs for agricultural products. This research
proposes strategies and policies to develop intermodal transport infrastructure. This research
project contains three sub-projects including: (1) The use of infrastructure and modal shift
for reducing transport costs: case study of rubber in the South of Thailand; (2) The use of
infrastructure and modal shift for reducing transport costs: case study of sugar in the North-
East of Thailand; and (3) The use of inland waterways in central region to reduce transport
costs of agricultural products.

The results demonstrate potentials of rail and water transport. The development of
rail and water transport infrastructure could stimulate transport mode shift from road to rail
and ship. However, level of the modal shift is depended on integration of transport modes,
which leads to reduction of transport time and cost. Moreover, management of all transport
mode infrastructures need to be integrated, as well as the government organisations of rail
and water transport need to be reformed, in order to achieve efficiency of intermodal

transport.

Keywords: transport infrastructure, road transport, rail transport, river transport, costal

transport, modal shift
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