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ABSTRACT

Tourism is the service industry that has more important roles in Thailand
economic system. Especially health tourism that is the interested trend of tourists in
Asia region country groups. So this is necessary to develop distinguished Thai health
tourism for fascinating more foreign tourists’ participation. This research proposes
development model of health tourism that systematically integrated health tourism
factors.  The main research objective is to propose standardized model for
developing health tourism in the forms of Asia health tourism center. Mixed method
research design and 4 research sub-projects synthetization were employed. In
research plan, 4 research sub-projects are: 1. CENTER FOR INFORMATION OF HEALTH
TOURISM STATUS AND TRENDS composed of health information’s unit, health
tourism programming unit, and health tourism resource information unit. 2. CENTER
FOR THAILAND HEALTH TOURISM POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT composed of health
tourism database unit, health tourism resource development unit, and assessment
and certification for health tourism resource standards unit. 3. CENTER FOR HEALTH
TOURISM HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT composed of public relations and
information service unit, health tourism personnel standard performance testing unit,
health tourism personnel developing management unit, and professional
qualification certification management unit. And 4. CENTER FOR HEALTH TOURISM
INDUSTRY POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT composed of public and private sector network
coordination unit, international cooperation network development unit, health
products and services promotion unit, and public relations and marketing promotion
management unit. These entities will drive potential development of health tourism
management. Furthermore, there are research outputs that can be immediately
applied, such as: websites, brochure, and Thailand health tourism outstanding
attraction resource pamphlet. Absolute research outcomes will impel Thailand
health  tourism industry potential development in  various dimensions

accommodating as the center for health tourism (destination) in Asia.

Key words: Health tourism / center for health tourism (destination) in Asia
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