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ABSTRACT

The study to increase quality and potentiality of sports tourism in the western
region was the research plan with 4 projects. The purposes were to : 1) provide Muay
Thai strategy to promote tourism to foreign tourisms ; 2) organize guidelines to develop
running for health and promote sports tourism in the western region ; 3) organize
guidelines to develop sports tourism by self bicycle across the country and the
guidelines for tourism routes by bicycle in the western region connected with neighboring
country (Myanmar) ; 4) create the model of local community development towards
the goal of sports tourism ; and 5) provide the guidelines to increase quality and
potentiality on sports tourism in the western region by using the synthesis of integrated

project set.
The result of the research revealed that :

The western region had the dominant feature and identity of the area as the
sports tourism resource as follows : 1) There were geographic characteristics and various
tourism resources and the area was next to Myanmar. The geographic characteristics
and tourism resource could be topped up to create dominant and different sports
tourism activities on local resource base ; 2) The weather was appropriate for playing
sports activities ; 3) The traffic routes were not crowded. There were substitute routes
for tourism cycling and could be connected with main routes and nearby area ; 4)
The western region was not far from Bangkok appropriate for sports tourists with limited
time and could use holidays for relaxing and travelling ; 6) There were various sports
activities such as running events through the year, sports tourism activities by bicycle
and mauy Thai. Such activities became parts of community life. The special activity
events were one of the important strategies to develop toward the goal of tourism.
They were also used as instruments to attract the tourists or athletes to come in the
area. The tourists had opportunity to get in touch with the community and other

attractions. Then, they would come to such places again.



This study proposed the guidelines to increase the quality and potentiality of
sport tourism in the western region into 2 ways : 1) The development of the capacity
in being the host sport activity organization because being the host sport organization
in the area was an important mechanic to create potentiality and quality of sports
tourism by having the following actions : create local hosts with quality by promoting
and developing the leaders’ potentialities or developing sport event organizers, creating
knowledge and understanding about sport tourism to join with sport activity and
tourism based on local identity and there were lessons from such best practice. There
was the promotion of sharing data and the development of the chaperone system ;
2) Create the preference of sport tourism product in the western regions with different
strategies such as having different products and services of sport tourism in order to
attract more tourists, supporting several communities : Karen Community SuanPhueng
district, Thai Song Dam cultural community Ban HuaKhao Chin, Chin, Chinese community
Photharam old market, Mon community Ban Phong, Thai Song Dam community
TalaadKwaai so that they could become tourist attractions and the basic resource for
development of sport tourism routes by bicycle. There should be the screening on
sports which could be the strength for the region in order to the promotion of the
annual international sport competition. The development of facilities and infra
structure to agree with the promotion of physical activities to encourage the atmosphere
of active cities and friendly community events. The sport activity could be joined with
other forms of tourism by promoting the sport activity as a part of tourism programs,
proposing to be the host of international sport activities and some specific sport
activities such as Downhill Mountain Bike, Motor Sport Competition, Beach Volley ball
competition, international boat competition, Brand development of the region as the
sport tourism source, creation of product perception and local service for sport tourism,
provision of annual calendar on sport activity so that the tourists could plan ahead
by selecting the sport activity with high impact to push sport activity forward in the
area, create the value for the sport which could be possibly getting higher so that
they would be more preferred by the tourists. The development of sport tourism

could be a pilot project by running, cycling, boxing and cliff climbing.
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