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Abstract

Diving is a tourism activity that generate environmental values to economic benefits.
Thailand is one of the famous diving tourism destination, especially for people who seek for
underwater experiences. Diving tourism in Thailand is growing rapidly in contrast with the
gradually deterioration of underwater environment. In order to achieve the state of development
of diving activities towards sustainable tourism, it requires guidelines for potential development
of diving business, adaptive use of marine and coastal resources and capacity development of
diving business network in order to develop an effective strategic direction for sustainable diving

tourism development.

The research aims to study the current situation of diving business and diving tourism
network as well as the current status and carrying capacity of marine and coastal resources. Data
has been gathered by the document research, field study, observation, survey together with
interviewing the entrepreneurs, employees in the field of SCUBA diving and related fields. The
questionnaire was employed to survey the expectation and experience of diving tourists towards

diving activities and tourism related issues.

The result, in order to develop sustainable diving tourism, indicated that the mutual
profits sharing between conservation of marine resources and development of economic growth
is significant. Even diving tourism stakeholders have different motivations and tactics;
participation, collaboration, and synergy among these stakeholders are recommended.

Policy recommendation for sustainable diving tourism were suggested as follows

1) National Committee of Tourism Policy Committee should launch the policy for
synergy the conservation of marine resources and the development of economic growth. The
policy should include cross-sectoral integration to drive tourism development through tourism-
clusters.

2) Social measures should be employed prior legal measures. Provocation in marine
resources conservation and responsibility; as well as participation, collaboration, and synergy
among diving tourism stakeholders are the key social measures.

3) Marine Stewardship Network should be set to safeguard marine resources. Diving
business entrepreneurs, tourism service providers, people in local community, diving tourists, and
tourism-supporting agents should be included in the network.

4) Diving tourism management standard should be set according to the international
diving standard. The management standard should support and develop collaboration among
diving tourism stakeholders instead of promote their competitiveness. Major stakeholders are
Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, Department of Tourism, and Tourism Authority of
Thailand. Role of the major stakeholders consecutively are conservator, tourism- supply
developer, and tourism- demand promotor.

5) Zoning and spatial planning for diving tourism should be identified. Criteria for zoning

and planning are pattern of diving activity, performance and experience of diver, limitation of use
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according to carrying capacity and scientific findings. The criteria should be considered in the
context of marine ecology and season of tourism.

6) Monitoring and assessment system should be conducted periodically to ensure the
sustainability of marine resource. In case of severe negative impacts on marine resources, the
diving activity of tourism should be suspended or reduced.

7) Policy making and controlling should initiate from participation of government,
entrepreneur, and local community. The government should play the role of regulator and
facilitator. The entrepreneur should play the role of operator and benefit distributer, while the
local community looks after the resources.

8) Sustainable concept of tourism should be provoked in general public, as well as
capacity building and development programs should be implemented.

9) Local dive leader with local tour guide license should ne fostered and protected

only for Thai citizen.
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