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Abstract

The aim of the research on “Guidelines of Guidelines for Adaptive Use of Marine
and Coastal Resources to Support Sustainable Tourism” were to (1) survey the current situation
of marine and coastal resources (2) study the carring capacity of marine and coastal resources
for tourism purpose and (3) propose the guidelines of for adaptive use of marine and coastal
resources to support sustainable tourism. Data were gathered by the document concerned,
field study, observation, survey together with interviewing the entrepreneurs, employees in the
field of SCUBA diving and related fields. The questionnaire was also used to survey the

expectation and experience of tourists towards marine environment.

The findings showed that status of marine and coastal resources is the
best at Koh Tao (Surat Thani) while Pattaya (Chonburi) and Koh Racha (Phuket) are similar in fair
condition. Koh Tao and Koh Racha were dominated by fragile coral while Pattaya was
dominated by tolerant coral. However, the carrying capacity of an environment may vary for
different sites. It depended on factors such as varieties of fish and underwater creatures as well
as the integrity of coral. Behavior of diver were also observed the result showed that most diver
were touch living coral at least 1 time per 10 minute dive. Female was touch living coral more
that male by using fins. In addition, diving experience and certified level were also effect the
touching rate. The experience diver and high certified level were less expose to coral. Moreover,
diver with camera possession may have higher contact rate. The expectation and experience of
tourists towards the sites selection revealed that the experience of divers were below their
expectations. Inexperience and novice divers appeared to have lower expectation than

experience divers.

The guidelines of adaptive use of marine and coastal resources to

support sustainable tourism should proceed as follows: (1) increase size of dive sites, (2) define



use area especially in the area with tolerant coral (3) zoning by activities, experience and
strength of diver, (4) increase and control the number of buoys, (5) brifing by dive master or

dive leader, (6) alternative dive site and (7) enforcement of law and regulation.



