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Abstract

This research aims to explore the linkages between agriculture, senses of
place and how to create a pairing of food and local performing arts. Senses, stories
and sophistication were all integrated into one plate. Thai food not only can increase
the value of a destination, but also increase the value of local identity which could
be expressed through art of food. A range of experts were consulted to formulate
the 3 pillars of Thainess (Nature, Life and Art). This conceptual framework was used
as an experiment tool to elicit how the three elements could be conceptualized
within 3 selected areas. Using case study research approach, three selected areas
(Chiangmai, Samuthsongkram and Baan Rai Gong Khing), representing 3 scales of
tourism development and capitalism, were examined. The Community-based Design
(CBD) framework comprising of content, concept and design, was discovered as
guiding principles, offering strategies how Thai culture (Thainess) could be

conceptualised and embedded into tourism.
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