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Abstract

This research aimed to study Thai pronunciation problems of the Pwo-Karen
and Mon junior primary school students (Prathom 1-3) in Kanchanaburi Province and
to create computer-assisted instructional (CAI) materials. The materials include
lessons, exercises and tests, which the instructor can choose to suit his/her class. As
for the students, they can choose the lessons they are interested to learn, practice and
take a test on their own, and the CAI tool helps them evaluate their performance. The
data for this research were collected from reading and speaking of 180 junior primary
school students (Prathom 1-3) from six schools in Thong Pha Phum and Sangkhlaburi
Districts, Kanchanaburi Province. Among these, 95 students are Pwo-Karen and 85
students are Mon.

The results showed that the students of both ethnic groups encountered four
pronunciation problems: 1) Substitution, 2) Omission, 3) Distortion, and 4) Parsing.
Some problems were found to be specific to ethnic group, namely omission of final
sounds are more prevalent in the Karen students while substitution of vowels are more
prevalent in the Mon students. The computer-assisted lessons, exercises, and tests
were then created to solve the problems with higher frequency than 50%. Altogether
18 lessons and 9 tests were created based on the pronunciation problems of tones,
words with initial /r/, words with a final consonant, clusters and vowels. The CAl tool
was also tested for its efficiency and users’ satisfaction. The level of the instructors’
and students’ satisfaction towards the CAI materials was high (4.35 out of 5). The
students’ learning achievement with such CAl-created lessons was statistically
significant at .05 after the post test was administered to them. These statistical
findings indicate the efficiency of the CAl in increasing Pwo-Karen and Mon junior

primary school students’ Thai proficiency.
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