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Abstract

This research aimed to study the problems of writing Thai words and
sentences of the Pwo-Karen and Mon junior primary school students in Kanchanaburi
and to create computer-assisted instructional (CAI) materials to improve the Thai
proficiency of these students. The subjects comprised 180 students from six schools in
Thongpaphum and Sangkhlaburi districts in Kanchanaburi province, 95 of whom
were Pwo-Karen and the rest were Mon. The data were collected from the students’
writing tests, including spelling and sentence writing. Error Analysis was employed as
a methodological framework by which the participants’ errors were compared with
the standard Thai.

The results showed that in terms of spelling, the students had confusions with
initial consonants, final consonants, vowels, and tones. At sentence level, the students
had problems of sentence structures, using wrong parts of speech and wrong meaning.
These problems resulted from the influence of the mother tongue, the complications
of the Thai writing system, linguistic environment and incomplete acquisition of the
second language.

Based on these results, the researchers have created computer-assisted
instructional (CAI) materials, which comprise 8 spelling lessons and 20 exercises, and
6 sentence writing lessons with 5 games. The level of the instructors’ and students’
satisfaction towards the CAI materials was high (4.35 out of 5). The students’ learning
achievement with such CAl-created lessons was statistically significant at .05 after the
post test was administered to them. These statistical findings indicate the efficiency of
the CAl in increasing Pwo-Karen and Mon junior primary school students’ Thai

proficiency.
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