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Abstract
This study examines the development path of Rice Combines which is Thailand’s
niche in agricultural machines and the segment dominated by indigenous firms. Primary (in-

depth interview) and secondary data analyses were undertaken. The key finding is de-
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regulation on rice plantation, variety of rice plantation that becomes natural trade barriers to
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multinationals, entrepreneurial of firms’ owner, the intense competition among these
indigenous firms and policy certainty in nurturing machines enhancing agricultural
productivity (initiated by the late King Rama IX) all attribute the current success. R&D
activities in Rice combines are not different from other industries. They are risky, complex,
involve with trial and error, and must be undertaken in continuous manner. The key policy
inference for sustainable development is facilitate trade with neighbours which are the main
export destination, set up framework for remanufacturing trade on rice combines, upgrade
testing facilities and set up product standards which could be used for local and in the

region.
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