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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to (1) investigate the readiness on (a) business
management; (b) being creative tourism source of coconut farm owners; and (c)
entrepreneurs involved in Samui coconut activities and products (2) inspect the
entrepreneurs’ readiness on models of activities and products related to Samui coconut
in connection with creative tourism (3) develop and increase skills of coconut farm
owners and entrepreneurs involved in Samui coconut activities and products for creative
tourism (4) present guidelines in skill development and enhancement for coconut farm
owners and entrepreneurs involved in Samui coconut activities and products toward
creative tourism. The data collection was based on a qualitative approach where the
data were obtained from a primary source through surveys, in-depth interviews and
focus group meetings. The sampling group consisted of 59 persons who were coconut
farm owners and entrepreneurs involved in Samui coconut activities and products, and
were selected randomly through a chain method. The study tool was structured
interview. The findings can be summarized as the following.

1.The readiness on business management and being creative tourism source
of coconut farm owners and entrepreneurs involved in Samui coconut activities and
products: the majority possessed insufficient readiness in terms of knowledge and skills
on various aspects of business management such as product quality development,
product value added creation, packaging, distribution means for expansion, using
advertising media for public relation as well as the knowledge on creative tourism in
applying and integrating the products with business services.

2. Entrepreneurs’ readiness on models of activities and products related to
Samui coconut in connection with creative tourism: most entrepreneurs did not present
any activities or products and services related to Samui coconut for tourism whereas
many products did not display a clear identity of Samui. The entrepreneurs expressed
their needs to upgrade the products or services with a new model and increase in value
added in order to respond to tourists’ requirements.

3. Skill development and enhancement for coconut farm owners and
entrepreneurs involved in Samui coconut activities and products for creative tourism: in
order to be consistent with the results of this study, the training curriculum was arranged
for coconut farm owners’ and entrepreneurs’ skill development and enhancement. The
curriculum was separately organized based on entrepreneur groups. The assessment
result on the training satisfaction was at a level of good to very good as each group was
able to apply the obtained knowledge and skills with the real business activity.

4. Based on the above training curriculum, a handbook is arranged, not only

for entrepreneurs’ skill development and enhancement but also as a guideline for



related agencies to use it in their following-up on the outcomes and for training the

future related groups.
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