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Abstract

Project code: RDG5950124

Project title: Studying the Lake Basin Potential of Tourism: Nakhon Si
Thammarat, Phatthalung and Songkhla

Investigato: Dr.Prachyakorn Chaiyakot
Hatyai Business School, Hatyai University

Email address: drkorntat@hotmail.com

Project duration: 1 year (From 1 June 2016 to 31 May 2017)

Songkhla Lake Basin located in three provinces - the whole area of
Phatthalung, twelve districts from sixteen districts of Songkhla and two districts of Nakhon Si
Thammarat. The Studying the Potential of Tourism Resources of Songkhla Lake Basin aims
to study natural and cultural tourism resources that creating sustainable creative tourism,
evaluate the potential of natural and cultural tourism resources that creating sustainable
creative tourism activities of Songkhla Lake Basin and develop sustainable tourism routes
of Songkhla Lake Basin. Field survey, observation, focus group discussion and in-depth
interview were used to collect data. Five A tourism factors were used to evaluate
physical tourism destinations and GSTC integrated destination criteria and indicators
were also used to evaluate sustainable tourism destinations management. The sampling
group consists of the representative from government, private sectors and communities.
It found that tourism destinations in Songkhla Lake Basin consists of waterfall, cave,
reservoir, lake, zoo, spring, islet, museum, Buddhist tamples, mosque and way of live
of local people. Eighteen way of life and community destinations have high attractions,
while thirty-two natural destinations are in medium and forty archaeological and historical
destinations are in medium and low potential, all tourism destinations are convenient to
reach but there are no public transportation to service. Almost of destinations lack of basic
amenity to service, there are also no accommodations in almost destination except the
destinations located in the city. Tourism activities in community can experience to tourists
more than other destinations. In term of sustainable tourism destinations management
revealed tourism destinations controlled by National Park manages better than local

government and Buddhist temples, there are tourism services —restaurant, souvenir shop
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and accommodation belonging to local communities supporting for local entrepreneurs,
conservative activities are held in natural destinations and determining zone used for
tourism and conservations to tourists in some destinations, however all tourism
destinations do not manage for energy conservation, waste water, noise, water
management for tourism and green house emission systematically. Eleven creative
tourism destinations found in Songkhla Lake Basin and three creative tourism routes
connecting with main destinations designed. The new organization should be established

to sustainably manage tourism in Songkhla Lake Basin.

Key Words: Tourism potential, Sustainable tourism management, Creative tourism and

Songkhla Lake Basin
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