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Abstract

The research titled “the relationship between people and parties in the general
election: a case study of Pheu Thai Party” has a research question that is how do people
and Pheu Thai Party interact in policy development process. For answering this question,
the research provides four sub-points to clarify the relationship which are 1) who are the
people in the perception of Pheu Thai Party? 2) Does Pheu Thai Party’s regulatory structure
and mechanism allow people to be involved? 3) What are the practices and activities of
the party and its political members related to the people? And 4) how does the level of
people’s participatory in the Pheu Thai’s policy development process? To be able to
answer all questions, the researcher has considered the activities that the party claims
“people” as the centrepiece in the policy-making process based on the election process
on March 24, 2019. According to data collection, the researcher attempted to collect all
sources that are: 1) documents, regulations, ideology, policies, meeting reports, policy
suggestions of Pheu Thai Party; 2) the academic analysis and ideas from all media; 3)
monitoring of Phue Thai Party member’s field visited; 4) Interviewing with eight Phue Thai

Party’s political executive members.

The results of the study revealed that people from the viewpoint of Pheu Thai
Party’s executive members were all civilians and residents of Thailand. The relationship
between Pheu Thai Party and people in policy development process depended on radical
change of political conditions after the coup on May 22, 2014 that limited the interactions
between the party, political members, and people. The current relationship between Pheu

Thai Party and people rested on an important condition which was policies and some



administrative members who were the groups since Thai Rak Thai Party and Palang
Prachachon Party. This made people have good images about former successful policies

so they trusted them.

The Pheu Thai Party’s policy-building mechanism in the 2019 elections under the
legal conditions and relationship with the people as mentioned above attempted to open
various channels for public hearing. The party set a specific working group to draft policies
and build the process to improve drafted policies among the specific working group,
people, and the executive of the party. However, the final policy decision-making for
electoral campaign still relied on the executive group within the party because of legal

issues and possibilities for practices.
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