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Abstract

This report is a part of the research project “Poetry as an Intellectual and Spiritual
Force in Contemporary Society: Experiences from Thai, British-Irish, American, French and
German Literature.” It is divided into two parts: The Analysis and the Anthology. The first
part is an attempt to examine the poems in the anthology against their social, political a'nd
cultural milieu. The second part is an anthology of fifty-one poems selected from
contemporary American poetry of different hues and genres. Each poem is accompanied by a
Thai translation and commentary. The main objective of the research is to demonstrate that
contemporary American poetry is not only an intellectual and spiritual force within American
society, but does also transmit its potent message across cultural frontiers. As for research
methods, primary and secondary data are drawn from documentary sources as well as
various media. Furthermore, the researcher has been able to benefit from interviews with
poets, critics and scholars as well as participations in conferences and seminars in the

United States.

In making the selection for the anthology, the researcher tries to adhere to the
following definition of “spiritual and intellectual force”, namely “The knowledge and
thoughts that may lead to a profound understanding of the world and humanity, and which at
the same time may awaken an awareness conducive to the sustenance of the world and
humanity.” Besides, cultural, social and political contexts as well as major aspects of
American literary culture have also been examined in conjunction with the way poetry is
created and disseminated.
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From the analysis of the contemporary poems and all relevant data the researcher has
come to the conclusion that contemporary American poetry has the potential to be an
intellectual and spiritual force in American as well as in other societies. That the state,
private organizations as well as educational institutions have actively engaged in promotional
activities does confirm an awareness on their part of the great value of contemporary

American poetry.



