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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study Police Major-General Khunphantharakrajdej
(hereinafter PMGK)’s wisdom of suppression by collecting data from PMGK and family,
former subordinates, eyewitnesses, and those against whom PMGK directed
suppression measures. The study was conducted by means of observation and in-
depth interview with photographs taken as needed. The research findings are
presented in the manner of descriptive analysis.

The research findings were as follows. PMGK, who was an officer in the Police
Department playing a key role in suppression, served between B.E. 2472 and 2505
(1929-1962 A.0.). He made his suppression tasks so successful that his
outstanding achievements were recognized by the Police Department and, very
importantly, by the public at farge, whose faith in the police thereby increased. PMGK’s
success in suppression resulted from the use of aspects of wisdom both acquired from
formal education and adapted from what had already been in existence in a community,
for example, the wisdom Of‘employing methods of investigation and suppression. His
investigative method led to information so accurate that no false arrest occurred. This
method involved infiltrating a target area by such means as a detective’s disguising as
a buyer of fowls or planting a subordinate amidst bandits. What was important was
that the public as well as community leaders cooperated by serving as informers and
providing food and shelter to police agents, thus enabling the police to catch
wrongdoers and exemplifying the type of cohduct worthy of emulation by police of
subsequent generations. '

PMGK’s wisdom in applying social and cultural factors of the community, and his
understanding of human nature and of society, enabled him to lead, either intentionally
or unwittingly, both good citizens and one~time criminals to a normal way of life, which
he achieved by befriending them and winning their camaraderie, by showing himself as
a man of discipline and honor who helped others with no expectation of reward and
who strictly and seriously put duty above all. He knew whom he should lead and which
type of weapon to choose for successful suppression of miscreants in each community,
s0 much so that citizens in greater numbers turned to cooperate with the authorities,
showing their increasing confidence in the police and the judicial process.

PMGK's most ingenious knack was shown in his study of occult science as a

psychological tool. This realm of wisdom enabled him to perceive man and society as



well as the way of life in various aspects, especially in matters of occult belief, so that
he could apply the occult beliefs of communities to his suppression efforts and
therefore deter gangs of bandits from being active and seeking confrontations with
PMGK and his suppression team. Among his occult practices was his application to be
a pupil at an occuit guru’s center that was held in high esteem by the people of each
community, or he had incisions made of sacred signs on his body by Guru Yang and
Guru Yai, who had won the respect and faith of the people of central Thailand. He also
applied to be a pupil with the Khao Aw Occult Center in Patalung, for whom the people
of the entire southern region had great confidence in the matter of making the body
safe from penetration by any weapons. Another instance was his being given charms
by a guru of Pak Khiong Makham Thao Monastery in Chainat for protection against
being harmed by a sword or a knife. No less, he applied these beliefs to the raising of
morale of colleagues, instilling courage and robustness of spirit in them against all
forms of fighting put up by bandits who had better weapons. Although some bandit
gangs or individual bandits were known to be immune to penetration by any weapons,
or in the vernacular “endowed with tough skin”, PMGK wore them all down,
successfully and decisiyéﬁ/.

PMGK’s exerc‘ise of aspects of wisdom caused bandits once aggressively
challenging the power of state to be arrested and taken to court for some and to be
killed in fighting for others. What was important was that bandit gang leaders were
successfully brought to their knees, so that bandits were forced to disperse and their
influence lessened. Some bandits and some gangs put an end to their wayward
behavior out of their fear of PMGK, for he had his “cautionary” as well as
“suppressive” ways. His outstanding merit as a suppression expert among police
officers had won him numerous nicknames signifying such rep.utation, such as “General
with Invincible Moustache,” “Tough-Skin General”, “Ra-yo Kaji”’, “PMGK of the Red
Sword”, and “General who subdues a tiger empty-handed”.

PMGK's work won for the police the increasing confidence and faith of the
community. It enriched the police’s suppression tactic, with the influence of bandit

gangs reduced and eventually dying out.



