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ABSTRACT

This research entitled ;I'he Behaviors of Chinese descendants,
Buddhists, and Moslems among the citizens of Sadao District, Songkhla Province,
conceming the election of senators was a study the historical background of the three
groups of people and their ways of thinking and behaviors the election of senators,
which was the first of its kind by the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand of B.E. 2540
(1997 A.D.) The research was conducted by way of narration through observation,
interview, and documentary analysis, and repotred in the form of analytical description.

It was found in the study that Sadao District differed in characteristics
from the other districts of Songkhla, pﬁncipally in its settlement by a population of
various groups and places of origin with three dominant groups, namely, those of
Chinese descent, Buddhists, and Moslems, all of whom interacted accommodatingly,
Their ways of thinking and behaviors conceming the election of senators, however,
followed the characteristics of their own groups’ identities.

With respect to the understanding of the role and function of the senator,
it was found that most voters did not possess such understanding, causing them to
make decisions about candidates without adequate pertinent deliberations.

Regarding the incentive toward a decision to choose a candidate, most
voters did not realize the importance of weighing the qualifications of candidates, but
rather stressed the in incentive in response to a patronage value, such as casting a vote
to reciprocate a favor done, or voting for a candidate from one's own in-group.

On the election behaviors of indiviuals of four denominations, it was
found that (1) election candidates showed various forms of behavior in presenting
themselves to the public, some of the forms taking an unfair advantage of other
candidates and pointing to violations of the election law, (2) election committee
members could not control some cases of violation of the election law by candidates,
such as the printing of more copies of posters than the number allowed, although their
preventive monitoring against election imegularities was at satisfactory level, (3) voters
demonstrated identities characteristic of their own groups : those of Chinese descent

voted for candidates of the same domicile and ethnic origin, Buddhists voted to pay
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back a favor, Moslems voted for candidates of their own kind out of their desire for
political spokesmen for their group and in compliance with their religious beliefs. The
three groups shared similar behaviors regarding their preference for candidates from
their own groups on the basis of patronage relationships, and regarding vote-buying
among some voters, (4} people outside election precincts who play certain roles in the
precincts consisted of financial sponsors and candidate-presentation promoters.
Behavior-wise, it was found that money played a role in winning popularity and that task
forces were organized to assist candidates in their public presentations.

It was found from this study that various aspects of the behaviors did not fulfill
the intent of political reform. Some of the behaviors caused unfair advantages and
disadvantages among candidates. Some involved mistaken religious beliefs that
needed straightening out. And some responded to patronage relationships that led to
undesirable results. Such behaviors should duly be altered with the cooperation of the
people and concemed agencies, with further studies made on what to do to effect
desirable election behaviors in rural communities, on whether vote-counting on the spot
lends itself to vote-buying, and on how positive or negative the prevention of senatorial

candidates from conducting popuiarity campaigns tums out to be.
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