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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the way of life of the people in the
Paakphanang river basin that changed in the course of the first-eighth economic and social
development plans with reference to change-factor dynamics and change elfects. The
study was conducted by means of a survey of general data about the river basin and
specific data from four targeted households, along with in-depth interview of principal
informants and representatives of the househclds. The data were presented through
descriptive and interpretive analysis.

The study found that the factors of change were external and internal. Because
of the geographical condition favorable to rice farming and of the nature of the area
conducive to the emergence of a society rather independent of the stale as well as
susceptible to a weakening of state role in the development to the area, the sociely was
endowed with the power {0 create its own unigue culture, especiaily in regard to the
commercial production of rice in which people of Chinese descent were instrumental, rice
being the vital source of livelihood of the people ¢f the river basin, The rice trade was the
important value that nurtured the people’s experience all along. Although the structure and
process of production changed, the target of trade or market-oriented production was the
chief ideal of the rice basin. The fluctuating climatic condition that constantly impeded
production, along with obslacies and shorlages such as lhe produclion facler about
restriction of farm size, compounded by each household's small land holding in the face of
a growing numper of household members, and the factor of unreliable water source for
production amid extreme seasonal variations, all caused the people constantly to
experiment with and select apprecaches for their livelihood, bringing about aspects of
change as follows;

1. Social relations. The relations of kinship and clecse associates of mutual
support and concern, with valuable and equal participation in community management,
were replaced by semiformat relations and those of patronage where the rich dominated
through their greater share of opportunity and power. Self-reliance in self and community

management gave way 1o dependence. While the role of the state expanded, it met with



but little acceptance. As the state iried to dominate the people, it wore down the people's
self-management movement, The people were antagonistic toward the state bureaucracy
because of the power-motivated interaction between them and the poor quality of service
rendered by the state.

2. Education or love of learning was an important value as it was an opan
society in need of commercial interaction, thus necessitation a molding of personality to fit
a market system. The people of the river basin under the influence of this system came to
accepl the value: "The trader's way of life is served by wisdom,” along with thirst for
learning as a means of social mobility, education being a device “restricting the number of
household members" in addition. At present, self-learning for livelihood has gained in
intensity of inguiry.

3. Self confidence came as a product of educaticn, emboldening one to voice
ideas and suggestions, as a result of one’s ownership of production factors and control
thereof, with an adeguate rice yield for domestic consumption as well as a long-standing
tradition of independence from state power. Sometimes, however, this confidence found
misguided expressions.

4. Invariable production target or commercial ideal. The people of Paakphanang
have long experienced free trade, especially through those of Chinese descent. Commerce
has permeated so as to become a value of the general public. This is all the more true of
the present, when the target of nearly all kinds of production is sale, absolutely. In other
words, sale is an impertant ideal. Paakphanang itself was once a direct export center. The
community trading has changed from the previous basis of social relations to that of
business commitment and agreement.

5. Debts. These have increased, their basic cause being borrowings to finance
education. Other variables of the deb! situation were linked ta the trend of market-oriented
produclion, the addilion ¢f production factors, high cost, home constructicn, losses due to
climatic fluctuations, and low yields,

6. Cultural change toward consumerism. Certain practices declined as the
market-oriented people became more and more ohsessed with capitalism, as in the case

of the diminiéhing importance of rice as a symbol of gratitude and good fortune. The



exchange to labor in the form of “asking fer help and paying in kind" was replaced by
“requesting hired labor service". The problem of cattle theft disappeared. Leaders
appointed by the state were usually not the same persons as natural leaders and often
sought cooperation merely 1o perpetuate their own power. They lried to eslablish patronage
relations with external persons of special atiributes for powesr reference. Besides, there
were problems about potential, behavior, and legitimacy. Al present, natural leaders try to
initiate linkages or creale networks of steadfast relations.

7. Migration. This phenomencn has increasingly changed from "off the farm into
the orchard” to "off the farm intc the city” tc equalize between the amount of laber per
household and the land holding size.

8. Paakphanang as center. Because of its positicn from the past as a center of
interior with concentrations of power of state, commerce, and learning, the communities
around Paakphanang were like its satellites that fed the[r products into it and were often
dependent an it for the conduct of certain activities. Thus,"fhe status of Paakphanang was

that of an interior colonial center.



