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Comparison of Local Wisdom in Development of Tai-Lue Vernacular House between
Selected Area in Chiang Khum, Payao, Thailand and the Selected Area in

Xishuangbanna District, Yunnan, the People’s Republic of China
Kawin Wongwigkarn, Karuna Raksawin, Sathapana Kittikul, Teerayut Inthajak, Nadadhorn Dhamabutra
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Community lay-outs, physical characteristics of Tai-Lue vernacular houses and their surroundings are
subjects of study in the comparison of local wisdom in the development of Tai-Lue vernacular houses
between Tai-Lue community in Chiang Khum, Payao, Thailand and Xishuangbanna district in the
people’'s republic of China. Findings of distinguished reflection of both groups’ local wisdom in the

development could help form planning guidelines.

Chiang Khum district in Payao, Thailand, was selected as the site study since the area strongly holds
their Tai-Lue custom and culture. Tai-Lue vernacular houses can still be found and are varies in type
while the information has not been collected in this field before. Meng La, Mengman, Mengrui and
Mengpeng, 4 Tai-Lue towns in Xishuangbanna, were chosen as those were among the places from

which the lineage of Tai-Lue in Chiang Khum were herded or migrated.

Community lay-outs: Tai-Lue indigenous settlement in Chiang Khum started as linear type aligned to
water ways. Then as population increased and public utility structure was changed, local roads were
taken place of water ways as the settlement spine. While old villages in Xishuangbanna are situated in
valley low plain with a stream or more passes through and surrounded by agriculture land, new ones
within 10-15 years would be settled in low plain with grid system layouts. But both have the same
important elements of the villages, which are; village gate, main spirit shrine, public water well, and
Buddhist temple. Density in an old village in Xishuangbanna is obvious and creates problems in lack of
open space and ventilation since the boundary of the village may not be altered. Although there has not
been that rigid community boundary in Chiang Khum, but Chiang Khum has been threaten more by

modern way of materialism.

Surroundings of the house: Usually vernacular Tai-Lue houses are located in the center of the land,

which area for growing eatable plants and future expansion is taken into account. An open-ground,



water-well, rice bamn, stock-pen, toilet and in some case, a spirit shrine (when owners have different
esteemed one from the community spirit), are fenced in the compound. Water-well is found at the front
yard usually opposite the kitchen and sun deck. Stool, commonly found in each household in Chiang
Khum but rarely in Xishuangbanna, if not be part of the deck will be in the south or west of the land.

Using public stool in Xishuangbanna is common but people tend to have their own more recently.

The house: Tai-Lue vernacular house is a stilted hard wood or bamboo structure. Its leaning-out
wooden partition has very few openings. The ridge of hip-gable roof lies from north to south. In
Xishuangbanna, roofs are wider in span and more complex in form. Rocks were used as column-base
there while setting wooden columns into the ground was the method used in Chiang Khum. A house
composed of stilted ground level space, a ladder, a terrace connecting to sun-deck, a bedroom, a

kitchen, a crops-store and a multipurpose room (found only in Xishuangbanna).

Indigenous pattern of a Tai-Lue house evolved in all 3 subjects study has been changed tremendously
and rapidly in Chiang Khum. Evolution can not be denied. The appropriate development should be
cultivated from the roots of their own technology, can be applied with know-how and the resources they
have without ruining the environment. As referred to the study, Tai-Lue characteristics in their dwellings,
their community layouts and its surroundings that reflects their local wisdom and should be furthered in
future development of either their houses or villages structure are; A house that could fulfill Tai-Lue
custom and culture, a settlement that respects and harmonizes with its environment, an “open” habilita-
tion that promotes interaction among inhabitants, a dwelling that serves overlay functions, a house that
has multipurpose usable area, a building that eases maintenance and relocation, and a structure which

has its materials suits to their uses.



