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Abstract

This research study of the economic context and the social capital of La Mae
Community aims to investigate the evolution of the community in Amphur La Mae
within a changing context. The main objectives of this study are: (1) to gain a basis of
understanding of the identity of this community; (2) to examine the social capital of La
Mae Community which affects their living under the changing dynamic and the
adjustment of the community; and (3) to obtain an understanding of the economic base
which leads to the economic system of La Mae Community. The current research which
was done in the area of Amphur La Mae, Chumphon employed the qualitative and
participatory action research method. The data were collected by observations, narrative
interviews, community forums, and seminars. The analysis of data was done by the
inductive method of community analysis for designing participation in self-development
of the local community.

The results show that La Mae is the small new founded Amphur which separated
from Amphur Lang Suan in B.E. 2520. It has the area of 340 square kilometers leaning
from west to east connecting to the Gulf of Thailand. There are 4 sub-districts, 47
villages, 27,643 people, and 8,842 families. Because of the forest conversion in B.E.
2500s, many people immigrated into this area to grow economic crops, rubber trees,
coffee, and oil palms in the forest. La Mae Community was founded for 150 years ago, 80
percent of the population immigrated from Nakhon Si Thammarat; 10 percent was from
the South, the Central, and the North East; and 10 percent were the indigenous
communities. In B.E. 2500s, there were two types of the new founded communities — the
natural and the planned community which had six steps of evolution. First, the
immigration initially began in B.E. 2480-2490. Second, in B.E. 2500, the wave of
immigrants flooded into the forests in Tambon La Mae, Amphur Lang Suan. Third, in
B.E. 2510s, the communities in the forest areas of Lang Suan became Lamae Minor
District. Fourth, in B.E. 2520s, the minor district was transformed to be Amphur Lamae.
Fifth, in B.E. 2530-2540, the community adjusted itself due to the resource depletion.
Last, in B.E. 2550s, as the community has been influenced by the capitalism, it has faced
problems in all aspects.

The social capital which is the base of living in Lamae Community has two levels.
The macro level consists of the human capital which has 65 percents of working people
and 35 percents of people at dependent and education age. Those people are fairly
healthy, good-hearted, and intelligent in managing their life. Second, the institutional
capital plays a role in supporting and pushing forward the social synergy. However,
family which is the main source to produce good men for the society has become weak,
and temples have been unable to adjust their role to fit into the changing society.
Moreover, the Subdistrict Administrative Organization has tried to develop the
community, but it still cannot access to the local community and build quality
participation. The main stream education cannot meet the community lifestyle and fails to
integrate local wisdoms in the basic education system. Third, the cultural capital which
has a basis from Buddhism, the source of beliefs and specific local traditions, has been
changing from time to time. Some traditions still play roles in people’s ways of living
because they has been reproduced and restored. Fourth, the community has the
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knowledge which is integrated in living, protecting lives and assets, managing public
resources, and creating special wisdoms. In the micro level, people trust only the
members of their group, but they have less public integrity. Basically, they give, share,
reciprocal exchange, and care just only the members of their group. They have values of
being grateful, kinship system, and partisan. They also believe in reciprocal deeds,
ancestor worship, goodness, and supernatural. Their social norms include the adherence
of Buddhism, well manners, nature admiration, and the worship of Mae Po Sop and the
boat nymph. The structural capital has both inside and outside community network. Also,
there are the occupational group, financial group, security group, and ancient sailboat
conservation group.

Natural resources are the important economic base which determines the occupations
in the community — fisheries and marine agricultures. Soil, water, land forests, swamp
forests, mangrove forests, and seas have ecosystem diversity. There are coral reefs and
sea grasses which help conserving plenty of seal animals. There was the complete
economic base in the past, but it has been ruined by the heavy use and scramble according
to the new generated community lifestyle. There are two types of the community
economic system -- subsistence economy and capital economy. The subsistence economy
which previously involved with complex manufacturing has become single
manufacturing in the present day. Parts of capital economy are in the kinship system, and
labor employments are hold by equal division of the income and use small capital. There
are two periods of the community economic system. First, before B.E. 2500s, the
traditional community economic system, there were coastal fisheries and plenty of sea
animals which are now 70 percent decrease. The agricultures included seeking forest
products, buffalo feeding, growing upland rice, growing crops, rice farming, housing
animal husbandry, joint plantation, and orchards planting. The traditional economic crops
were rambutans, durians, mangoesteens, lansats, and coconuts. In the capitalism period,
after B.E. 2500s, there have been new kinds of economic crops. Those are rubber trees,
coffee, and oil palms. The organic golden bananas are the major economic crops, and the
traditional economic crops are the minor ones. During B.E. 2552, 134,020 ton of the major
crops and 8,805 of the minor ones were produced. However, the informal sector is small,
and the family economic has serious problems because of the influence by the consumer
society which results in low incomes and high expenses and high debts.
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